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LIMITING  THE  NUMBER  OF  UPLAND  GAME  BIRD  HUNTERS  is  the  topic  of  a report  and  draft  proposals  adopted  by  the 
FWP  Commission  Oct.  6.  The  analysis  was  mandated  by  HB  478  (1999)  if  the  FWP  Commission  were  to  consider  limiting  the 
numbers  of  nonresident  bird  hunters.  The  Commission  expressed  concern  that  Montana  hunters  were  becoming  more  frustrated  in 
finding  places  to  hunt  pheasants  and  those  areas  that  were  available  were  experiencing  increased  competition.  Leasing  of  prime 
hunting  areas  by  residents  and  nonresidents  has  been  identified  as  one  of  the  contributory  factors  and  was  a major  focus  in  the  passage 
of  HB  478.  While  the  Commission  acknowledges  their  actions  will  not  eliminate  leasing,  they  proposed  three  options  in  an  attempt  to 
address  the  overall  concerns.  The  tentative  proposals  are: 

1.  Cap  the  sale  of  nonresident  upland  bird  licenses  at  1 1,000.  In  1999,  10,969  were  sold.  Licenses  could  be  sold  either  through  a 
drawing  or  on  a first  come/first  served  basis. 

2.  Restrict  nonresident  upland  bird  license  holders  from  hunting  on  FWP  managed  Wildlife  Management  Areas  that  provide 
pheasant  hunting. 

3.  Allow  pheasant  hunting  on  the  nonresident  bird  license  from  the  Monday  before  the  big  game  general  opener  (deer  and  elk) 
through  the  Sunday  after  Thanksgiving.  This  proposal  would  allow  resident  hunters  approximately  24  days  longer  to  hunt  upland 
birds  than  nonresidents. 

The  FWP  analysis  is  available  by  contacting  the  Wildlife  Division  in  Helena  at  444-2612,  or  on  the  FWP  web  site  at  fwp.state.mt.us. 
Comment  on  these  proposals  will  be  taken  until  Nov.  27. 

# RECREATIONAL  USE  PLANS  FOR  THE  BEAVERHEAD  AND  BIG  HOLE  RIVERS  are  out  for  public  comment.  The  plans 
tentatively  adopted  by  the  FWP  Commission  are  designed  to  resolve  social  issues  that  are  occurring  more  frequently  on  the  two  rivers. 
The  Commission  established  a recreation  management  planning  process  and  formed  citizen  advisory  committees  for  both  the  Big  Hole 
and  Beaverhead  rivers.  The  committees’  draft  recommendations  were  presented  at  the  Oct.  5 FWP  Commission  meeting.  Strategies 
include:  better  distributing  the  current  use  on  the  river,  limits  on  outfitter  use,  improved  facilities,  improved  enforcement  and 
educating  the  public.  Executive  summaries  of  the  recreational  plans  or  copies  of  the  full  document  are  available  by  calling  the 
Fisheries  Division  in  Helena  at  444-2449,  or  by  email:  dlindsay@state.mtus.  The  summaries  are  also  on  FWP’s  web  site  at 
fwp.state.mt.us  under  “What’s  New.”  Final  decisions  will  be  made  at  the  mid-December  Commission  meeting. 


NONRESIDENT  ELK  AND  DEER  LICENSE  SALES  are  the  topic  of  a proposed  annual  rule  on  which  the  FWP  Commission  is 
seeking  comment.  Under  the  proposed  new  rule,  outfitter-sponsored  (market-based)  big  game  combination  licenses  would  increase  by 
$140  to  $975;  elk-only  combination  licenses  would  likewise  increase  by  $140  to  $875  and  deer-only  combination  licenses  would 
increase  by  $75  to  $850.  The  increase  is  to  keep  from  over  selling  the  licenses.  Revenues  from  the  sale  of  the  market-based  licenses 
are  used  to  fund  the  FWP-administered  Block  Management  Program.  These  increases  would  generate  about  $1  million  more  per  year 
to  pay  landowners  who  provide  hunting  access.  Comments  on  the  proposed  rule,  which  are  available  from  License  Section  PO  Box 
200701,  Helena  MT  59620-0701,  or  phone  444-2950,  should  be  sent  to  the  License  Section  listed  above  by  October  31,  2000. 

A BULL  TROUT  RESTORATION  PLAN  that  will  guide  Montana’s  efforts  to  restore  threatened  bull  trout  populations  of  the  Clark 
Fork  and  Kootenai  river  basins  has  been  released.  The  plan  was  developed  by  the  Montana  Bull  Trout  Restoration  Team,  which  was 
appointed  by  Governor  Racicot  in  1993.  Montana’s  goal  is  two-fold:  1)  to  reduce  the  threat  of  extinction  and  2)  to  restore  bull  trout 
to  population  levels  that  would  allow  for  fishing.  Montana’s  plan  is  voluntary,  as  criteria  for  restoration  of  bull  trout  under  this  plan 
are  higher  than  that  necessary  for  federal  recovery  under  the  Endangered  Species  Act.  Copies  of  the  plan  are  available  via  FWP’s  web 
site  at  fwp.state.mt.us.  Go  to  the  fishing  channel  and  scroll  to  the  “Montana  Native  Fish”  link  or  by  writing  to:  Bull  Trout  Plan,  FWP, 
Fisheries  Division,  PO  Box  200701,  Helena  MT  59620-0701. 


PERSONAL  WATERCRAFT  use,  as  reported  in  our  last  newsletter,  has  generated  considerable  interest,  frustration  and  issues.  In 
that  newsletter,  we  talked  about  some  of  the  things  FWP  has  undertaken  to  address  the  issue.  Enclosed  are  a revised  brochure  that  has 
been  distributed  to  rental  dealers  and  also  letters  that  we  sent  to  marinas,  boat  dealers  and  rental  shops  and  to  personal  watercraft 
owners. 


THE  BEAVERHEAD  AND  RUBY  RIVERS  were  closed  to  fishing  on  October  9.  The  closures  will  remain  in  effect  through 
November  31.  The  upper  Beaverhead  River,  from  Clark  Canyon  Dam  to  the  Highway  91  North  bridge  near  Dillon,  and  the  Ruby 
River,  from  the  base  of  Ruby  Reservoir  dam  to  immediately  below  the  mouth  of  Alder  Creek  were  closed  to  help  protect  spawning 
brown  trout.  Extremely  low  water-flow  conditions  are  anticipated  this  fall  and  winter  on  both  rivers.  Water  releases  from  the  Clark 
Canyon  dam  and  Ruby  Reservoir  will  be  cut  back  soon  to  slow  outflow  and  increase  water  storage  following  an  extremely  dry  spring 
and  summer. 

LOCAL  PARKS  AND  RECREATION  PROJECTS  recently  received  $180,000  from  the  federal  Land  and  Water  Conservation 
Fund  program,  LWCF.  The  LWCF  is  a grants  program  for  local  parks  and  recreation  projects  administered  by  FWP.  Thirteen 
Montana  communities  submitted  funding  requesting  more  than  $470,000.  The  six  communities  receiving  funds  were:  Bozeman, 
Livingston,  Poison,  Three  Forks,  Twin  Bridges,  and  Choteau.  The  LWCF  is  a federal  grants  program  providing  cost-share  money  on 
a 50-50  matching  basis.  FWP  administers  the  fund  for  Montana. 

ULM  PISHKUN  VISITOR  CENTER,  near  Great  Falls,  will  remain  open  all  year.  The  new  hours  for  what  has  been  traditionally 
termed  the  “winter  season”  are  as  follows:  October  1 to  Memorial  Day.  from  10  a.m.  to  4 p.m.  Wednesday  through  Saturday,  12  noon 
to  4 p.m.  Sunday  and  closed  on  Monday  and  Tuesday.  The  Center  will  be  closed  the  last  week  of  January  and  the  first  week  of 
February  for  any  necessary  major  maintenance  projects  and  a thorough  cleaning  of  displays.  The  Center  will  be  closed  for  all 
recognized  state  and  federal  holidays  falling  within  this  time  period. 

PAT  GRAHAM,  Director  of  Montana  FWP,  was  recently  elected  president  of  the  International  Association  of  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Agencies.  The  organization  was  formed  in  West  Yellowstone  in  1902  for  the  purpose  of  ensuring  state,  rather  than  federal,  authority 
over  wildlife  management  and  to  encourage  professional  and  scientific  wildlife  management  in  North  America.  In  recent  years,  the 
Association  has  been  involved  in  developing  compacts  for  law  enforcement,  the  North  American  Migratory  Bird  Conservation 
Initiative,  seeking  a stronger  state  role  in  the  Endangered  Species  Act  and  securing  federal  funds  for  conservation  programs  that  would 
prevent  the  need  for  listing  species.  Montana  FWP’s  first  Director,  W.F.  Scott,  was  the  first  president  of  this  organization.  No 
Montanan  has  led  the  organization  until  Graham. 

CHRONIC  WASTING  DISEASE  testing  results  of  1,030  deer  and  elk  heads  voluntarily  submitted  by  hunters  during  the  1998-1999 
hunting  season  were  all  negative.  Additional  samples  were  collected  in  January  2000  near  Philipsburg  to  determine  if  CWD  was 
evident  in  wild  deer  and  elk  near  an  infected  alternative  livestock  facility.  None  was  detected.  Further  sampling  of  captive  deer  and 
elk  indicated  CWD  was  not  present  within  alternative  livestock  facilities  located  north  of  Hardin.  In  addition,  samples  from  1 1 
targeted  animals  with  symptoms  similar  to  CWD  were  also  negative.  No  animals  from  the  wild  have  tested  positive  in  Montana.  This 
coming  hunting  season,  CWD  surveillance  will  be  conducted  near  Philipsburg  and  selected  portions  of  Southwestern  Montana. 

ACCESS  DIFFICULTIES  encountered  by  hunters  this  fall  is  something  FWP  would  like  to  hear  about.  FWP  wants  to  be  able  to 
identify  reoccurring  problems  and  develop  long-term  solutions.  To  help  hunters  communicate  with  FWP,  the  agency’s  Access 
Montana  Program  (as  part  of  SB  171,  1999)  is  offering  the  new  Public  Land  Access  Problems  Identification  Form.  Information 
collected  through  this  form  will  help  FWP  work  with  other  state  and  federal  land  management  agencies  to  resolve  access  conflicts. 

The  new  forms  are  available  from  land  management  agencies  including  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management  field  offices,  U.S.  Forest 
Service  supervisor  offices,  Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation  area  offices,  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  offices, 
and  FWP  regional  offices  - nearly  40  field  locations  in  all.  FWP  wants  to  test  the  form  this  year  and  use  what  we  leam  to  refine  it  for 
next  year.  Comments  on  the  forms  and  the  process  can  be  directed  to  FWP,  Michael  Downey,  FWP,  PO  Box  200701,  Helena  MT 
59620-0701,  or  by  e-mail  to  mdowney@state.mt.us. 

A DRAFT  BANNACK  STATE  PARK  MANAGEMENT  PLAN  is  out  for  public  comment.  Among  the  issues  addressed  are: 
stabilizing  and  preserving  buildings,  ensuring  public  health  and  safety,  and  explaining  and  interpreting  the  historic  structures,  artifacts 
and  other  features  of  Bannack  State  Park.  Written  comments  will  be  accepted  through  Nov.  17.  Comments  should  be  sent  to  Jerry 
Walker,  Regional  Parks  Manager,  Montana  Fish,  Wildlife  & Parks,  Region  3 Office,  1400  South  19th,  Bozeman,  MT  59718,  or  by 
email  to  gwalker@montana.edu.  phone  (406)  994-3552,  or  faxed  to  (406)  994-4090.  An  executive  summary  of  the  plan  is  on  the 
FWP  web  site  at:  fwp.state.mt.us  under  “What’s  New.”  Copies  are  also  available  from  the  FWP  Region  3 office  in  Bozeman,  or  by 
calling  the  Helena  State  Parks  office  at  (406)  444-3750. 
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HUNTING  SEASON  DELAYS  may  occur  in  sections  of  the  state  where  land  closures  are  in  effect.  As 
of  August  10,  westcentral  Montana  and  the  Helena  National  Forest  were  closed.  In  most  years,  weather 
patterns  do  not  change  until  mid-September.  This  could  result  in  delays  in  opening  moose,  bighorn  sheep, 
mountain  goat,  upland  game  bird  and  archery  seasons  in  those  areas.  We  will  be  notifying  nonresidents 
of  this  possibility  by  postcard  in  mid- August.  People  are  being  directed  to  our  web  site  at 
http://fwp.state.mt.us  for  current  information  and  links  to  other  sites. 


DROUGHT  is  wreaking  havoc  on  many  of  Montana’s  rivers  as  most  are  rated  as  moderately  to 
extremely  dry.  The  Big  Hole  River,  just  upstream  from  Wise  River  to  its  source,  has  been  closed  by  the 
FWP  Commission,  as  has  the  Jefferson  in  its  entirety.  FWP  biologists  are  closely  monitoring  stream  flows 
across  the  state  and  anticipate  that  additional  stretches  of  some  rivers  and  streams,  particularly  in  the 
southwest  and  central  regions  of  the  state,  will  be  closed  to  fishing.  To  reduce  stress  in  Montana’s  trout 
fishery,  FWP  is  asking  that  anglers  fish  early  in  the  day  when  water  temperatures  are  at  their  lowest  and 
stop  fishing  by  1 :00  p.m.  If  water  is  low  at  a favorite  spot,  anglers  are  encouraged  to  try  another  location. 
For  up-to-date  information  on  stream  flows  and  other  drought  indicators,  check  the  Montana  Drought 
Web  Page  at  www.state.mt.us.  under  the  heading,  “Drought  2000.” 


WESTSLOPE  CUTTHROAT  TROUT  were  determined  not  to  be  in  need  of  listing  as  a threatened 
species  under  the  Endangered  Species  Act.  Montana  FWP  and  the  State  of  Idaho  agreed  to  intervene  if  a 
threatened  lawsuit  is  filed  against  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  over  its  recent  decision  not  to  list  the 
westslope  trout.  In  its  April  decision,  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  said,  “It  was  encouraged  by 
ongoing  and  planned  state  and  local  programs,  most  notably  those  in  Montana  to  protect  and  restore 
westslope  within  its  historic  range.”  As  examples,  on  the  Lower  Blackfoot  River  between  1989  and  1998, 
westslope  cutthroat  trout  greater  than  six  inches  have  increased  from  one  to  12  fish  per  thousand  feet.  In 
another  section  of  the  Blackfoot,  they  have  increased  from  3 to  22  fish  per  thousand  feet  of  river  section. 
In  1999,  westslope  cutthroat  trout  comprised  58  percent  of  the  Blackfoot  River  angler  catch,  up  from  19 
percent  in  1994.  Similar  successes  are  being  reported  in  the  Elkhom  and  Belt  mountains  on  two 
rehabilitated  streams. 


PERSONAL  WATERCRAFT  USE  continues  to  generate  interest,  frustration  and  issues.  FWP  is 
working  with  rental  dealers,  owners  and  users  to  encourage  them  to  be  aware  of  laws  and  concerns  of 
other  recreators.  FWP  has  sent  information  to  PWC  rental  dealers,  including  laws  and  regulations  and  a 
quiz  that  renters  are  asked  to  complete  before  participating.  Counties  have  been  asked  for  their  assistance 
in  providing  information  when  they  license  personal  watercraft. 


MONTANA  TRAILS  are  the  subject  of  two  documents  on  which  FWP  is  requesting  comment.  The 
Montana  State  Trails  Plan  and  Programmatic  Environmental  Impact  Statement  were  prepared  in 
cooperation  with  other  managing  agencies  and  trail  users.  The  State  Trails  Plan  provides  long-term 
interagency  direction  for  the  statewide  motorized  and  nonmotorized  public  trail  system.  The 
Programmatic  Environmental  Impact  Statement  recommends  improvements  to  two  trail  grant  programs 
administered  by  FWP  that  allocate  funding  available  through  the  federal  Recreational  Trails  Program  and 
the  state  Off-Highway  Vehicle  Grant  Program.  Copies  of  the  plans  are  available  from  the  FWP 
headquarters,  444-3750.  Executive  summaries  of  both  documents  will  be  posted  on  FWP’s  web  site  at 
fwp.state.mt.us,  under  “State  Parks.”  The  deadline  for  comments  is  September  25. 

HUNTING  ACCESS  information  will  be  improved,  the  result  of  the  updating  of  FWP’s  Directory  of 
Montana  Maps.  The  directory,  published  as  a part  of  Access  Montana,  (SB  171,  1999),  FWP’s  new 
program  directed  toward  hunting  access  on  public  lands,  is  available  from  FWP  offices.  The  booklet 
contains  information  about  county  land  ownership  maps,  internet  accessible  mapping  information,  and 
state  and  federal  agency  offices.  For  more  information  about  the  Directory  or  about  Access  Montana, 
contact  Michael  Downey,  Program  Coordinator,  FWP,  Helena,  444-3065. 

ACCESS  COURTESY  CARDS  were  introduced  last  year  as  a handy  means  for  hunters  to  communicate 
access  information  with  landowners.  Packets  of  cards  are  available  from  all  FWP  offices. 

THE  PRIVATE  LAND/PUBLIC  WILDLIFE  ADVISORY  COUNCIL  is  seeking  public  comment  on 
a proposal  to  increase  resident  and  nonresident  hunting-related  Conservation  License  fees  to  expand 
FWP’s  hunter  access  programs.  Under  the  Council’s  draft,  resident  hunters  would  pay  an  additional  $4 
for  a Conservation  License,  while  nonresident  hunters  would  pay  an  additional  $15,  generating 
approximately  $1.5  million  in  new  revenue  for  Block  Management  and  other  hunter  access  programs. 
Comments  should  be  addressed  to  PL/PW  Council,  FWP,  Field  Services  Division,  PO  Box  200701, 
Helena  MT  59620-0701 . Comments  are  requested  by  August  30. 

SPECIAL  DEER,  ELK  AND  ANTELOPE  PERMITS  AND  LICENSES  should  have  been  received 
by  successful  applicants  the  week  of  August  14.  Refunds  will  be  sent  to  those  who  were  unsuccessful  the 
week  of  August  21.  Results  will  be  posted  on  FWP's  website  at  fwp.state.mt.us.  Results  are  also 
available  via  FWP’s  hotline  at  1-900-225-5397.  Information  on  surplus  licenses  and  permits  will  be 
available  at  all  FWP  offices  and  license  agents  the  week  of  August  21. 


JUNE/JULY  2000 

A BONUS  POINT  PREFERENCE  SYSTEM  for  hunting  licenses  and  permits  issued  through  the  big  game 
special  drawing  process  is  the  subject  of  a rule  now  out  for  public  comment.  In  1998,  the  Commission 
appointed  a citizen-sportsmen  committee,  known  as  the  Preference  2001  Advisory  Committee  to  study  the  issue 
and  make  recommendations.  The  recommendations  were  considered  and  approved  by  the  1999  Legislature  (SB 
59).  The  tentative  rules  as  adopted  by  the  Commission  are  consistent  with  the  Preference  2001  Advisory 
Committee  and  the  direction  of  the  legislature.  The  Commission  is  proposing  a phased  in  system  with  moose, 
sheep  and  goat  under  the  preference  system  for  the  2001  season.  Participating  in  the  bonus  point  preference 
drawing  is  optional  for  each  species  and  bonus  points  would  be  accumulated  independently  for  each  species. 
Unsuccessful  hunters  will  accumulate  one  bonus  point  for  each  year  they  are  unsuccessful.  Each  point  would 
be  considered  as  an  extra  chance  in  future  drawings. 

Copies  of  the  complete  draft  rule  are  available  from  FWP,  Administration  and  Finance  Division,  Attn: 
Preference  2001,  PO  Box  200701,  Helena  MT  59620-0701. 

^ RECREATIONAL  USE  CONFLICTS  ON  RIVERS  are  addressed  in  a policy  approved  by  the  FWP 
Commission.  The  policy  provides  guidance  to  the  department  and  to  advisory  committees  established  by  the 
department  or  Commission  that  are  developing  management  plans  and  regulations  to  address  recreational  use 
conflicts  on  rivers.  As  specified  in  the  policy,  management  plans  and  regulations  must  conserve  and  maintain 
natural  resources  and  natural  processes  so  that  current  recreational  use  does  not  significantly  impair  the 
recreational  opportunities  of  future  generations.  Plans  must  also  provide  a reasonable  and  equitable  distribution 
of  opportunity  for  recreational  use  among  the  various  types  of  recreational  uses  that  are  appropriate  for  the 
river.  Plans  must  ensure  that  any  allocation  of  recreational  use  of  a river  does  not  vest  or  establish  in  a person 
or  business  any  right  to  continue  to  have  an  allocation  of  recreational  use  in  the  future,  whether  use  is  for 
private  purposes  or  part  of  a commercial  venture. 

“ACCESS  TO  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS  from  county  roads  and  bridges  is  consistent  with  and  reasonably 
incidental  to  the  public’s  right  to  travel  on  county  roads”  is  the  opinion  of  Attorney  General  Joe  Mazurek. 
According  to  Mazurek,  the  public  may  gain  access  to  streams  and  rivers  by  using  the  bridge,  its  right  of  way 
and  its  abutments.  A member  of  the  public  must  stay  within  the  road  and  bridge  easement  to  gain  access  to 
streams  and  rivers.  Absent  definition  in  the  easement  or  deed  to  the  contrary,  the  width  of  a bridge  right  of  way 
easement  is  the  same  as  the  public  highway  to  which  it  is  attached. 

MONTANA’S  STREAM  ACCESS  LAW  IS  BEING  CHALLENGED  by  three  Montana  landowners, 
backed  by  the  Mountain  States  Legal  Foundation.  That  group  charges  that  the  stream  access  law  deprives  them 
of  their  privacy,  denies  them  income  for  the  use  of  their  property  while  enriching  others  who  use  their  property 
and  subjects  their  property  to  abuse  and  misuse,  including  harassing  and  disturbing  livestock  and  residents, 

^ leaving  garbage  and  building  fires.  As  a result,  they  allege  the  law  violates  the  due  process  clause  of  the  U.S. 
Constitution. 


Montana’s  current  law  allows  access  between  the  high  water  marks  on  any  navigable  river  or  stream.  It  was 
established  from  a Montana  Supreme  Court  ruling  in  1984  and  adopted  by  the  Montana  State  Legislature  in 
1985.  It  was  challenged  ag^in  in  the  Montana  Supreme  Court  in  1987  and,  except  for  a few  minor  changes,  is 
the  same  law  as  it  stands  today. 

A GRIZZLY  BEAR  RECOVERY  PLAN  has  been  endorsed  by  Governors  Racicot  of  Montana,  Geringer  of 
Wyoming  and  Kempthome  of  Idaho.  The  plan  would  have  the  three  states  playing  a major  role  in  managing 
bears  in  the  Yellowstone  Ecosystem.  Once  the  animals  are  removed  from  the  Endangered  Species  List, 
assuming  there  is  an  assurance  of  federal  funding,  the  states  would  have  responsibility  for  bears  in  a ten-mile 
wide  buffer  zone  surrounding  Yellowstone  National  Park.  State  management  would  replace  the  U.S.  Fish  and 
Wildlife  Service’s  plan  for  it  to  monitor  the  number  of  bears  in  the  zone  around  the  designated  recovery  area. 

2,700  ACRES  OF  FEDERAL  LAND  WITHIN  MAKOSHIKA  STATE  PARK  has  been  transferred  to 
FWP.  BLM  State  Director  Mat  Millenbach  presented  the  patent  transfer  to  FWP  Director  Graham  on  June  10 
during  Makoshika  State  Park’s  annual  Buzzard  Day.  The  transfer  was  made  under  the  Recreation  and  Public 
Purchases  Act,  which  allows  land  no  longer  needed  for  federal  purposes  to  be  transferred  to  state  or  municipal 
entities.  The  patent  transfer  brings  Makoshika  State  Park’s  acreage  to  1 1,500  acres  of  spectacular  Makoshika 
badlands,  south  of  Glendive  near  the  Yellowstone  River. 


STATE  PARKS  CALENDAR  FOR  JUNE 

• 13th  - Spring  Meadow  Lake  Discovery  Days  begin  and  continue  through  August  every  Tuesday  evening  in 
Helena 

til 

• 24  - Campfire  lecture  programs  begin  at  Salmon  Lake 

• 24th  - Campfire  lecture  programs  begin  at  Black  Sandy  State  Park  near  Helena  and  continue  through  August^ 
every  Saturday  evening 

• 24th-25th  — Lewis  and  Clark  Encampment  at  Giant  Springs 

th 

• 25  - Dale  Tash  Montana  History  Day  at  Bannack 

A BOATING  HOME  STUDY  COURSE  is  offered  by  FWP  to  help  families  comply  with  state  law  requiring 
youngsters  13  and  14  years  old  to  have  a Motorboat  Operator’s  Certificate  while  piloting  a motorboat  without 
an  adult  on  board.  The  law  includes  operation  of  all  motorboats,  as  well  as  personal  watercraft,  like  a jet  ski, 
with  a motor  greater  than  10  horsepower.  No  one  12  or  younger  can  operate  a motorboat  alone;  an  adult  18 
years  or  older  must  be  on  board.  There  are  no  certification  requirements  for  youth  age  1 5 and  older.  In  addition 
to  the  FWP  home  study  course,  the  U.S.  Coast  Guard  Auxiliaries  in  Great  Falls,  Kalispell  and  Helena  offer  a 
one-day  classroom  course. 

GAME  DAMAGE  HUNT  ROSTERS  are  being  developed  for  individuals  who  are  interested  in  being 
considered  for  damage  hunts  later  this  year.  In  most  areas,  FWP  uses  lists  of  individuals  who  were  unsuccessful 
in  the  special  drawings  for  deer  and  elk  permits,  but  in  some  areas  we  do  not  have  special  permit  opportunities. 

It  is  for  those  areas  that  rosters  are  being  created.  For  this  fall,  FWP  is  creating  rosters  for  deer  hunters  in  the 
following  districts:  121,  132,  170,  200,  201,  202,  203,  283,  285,  301,  311,  312,  315,  322,  331,  333,  335,  339, 
340,  350,  370  and  393.  Interested  individuals  need  to  send  their  name,  address,  phone  number  and  district 
number(s)  in  which  they  are  applying  to:  FWP,  Attention:  Game  Damage  Roster,  PO  Box  200701,  Helena  MT 
59602-0701.  Applications  need  to  be  postmarked  by  June  30.  There  is  no  application  fee.  Individuals  will  be 
randomly  selected  and  contacted  only  if  there  is  an  opportunity  to  participate  in  a damage  hunt  sometime  later 
this  year.  4 


UPDATE  TO 


VVI  LEGISLATORS 


MAY  2000 

WESTSLOPE  CUTTHROAT  TROUT  are  not  warranted  for  listing  as  a Threatened  species  under  the  Endangered 
Species  Act  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  has  decided.  The  Service’s  decision  was  based,  in  part,  on  the  fact  that  the 
fish  inhabits  over  2,300  linear  miles  of  habitat  in  4,275  rivers  and  streams  located  in  12  major  drainages  and  62 
component  watersheds  in  the  Columbia,  Missouri  and  Saskatchewan  river  basins.  The  decision  was  based  on  Montana’s 
continuing  efforts  to  protect  the  fish.  The  Service  is  encouraged  by  ongoing  and  planned  state  and  local  programs,  most 
notably  those  in  Montana,  to  protect  and  restore  westslope  cutthroat  trout  within  its  historic  range,  the  U.S.  Fish  and 
Wildlife  Service  said  in  its  prepared  announcement.  FWP  Director  Graham  said,  “We  are  extremely  pleased  that  the  U.S. 
Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  recognized  Montana’s  commitment  to  westslope  cutthroat  conservation.  We  will  continue  our 
work  to  ensure  that  there  will  always  be  places  in  Montana  for  our  state  fish  and  for  anglers  to  pursue  them.  It  was  the 
right  decision,  at  the  right  time,  for  the  right  reasons.” 

CHRONIC  WASTING  DISEASE  and  tuberculosis  did  not  show  up  in  preliminary  tests  of  one  wild  elk  and  43  deer 
taken  by  FWP  researchers  from  the  vicinity  of  game  farms  near  Philipsburg  and  Hardin.  Results  from  FWP’s  ongoing 
^ random  sampling  for  CWD  and  other  diseases  at  the  state’s  hunter  check  stations  in  1999  are  expected  this  spring. 

A WOLF  PLAN  ADVISORY  COUNCIL,  recently  appointed  by  Governor  Racicot,  will  assist  the  Department  of  Fish, 
Wildlife  & Parks  in  developing  a plan  for  managing  wolves  after  they  are  delisted.  While  some  people  question  if  wolves 
will  ever  be  delisted,  the  states  of  Idaho,  Wyoming  and  Montana  must  have  plans  approved  by  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife 
Service  in  place  for  that  to  happen.  The  advisory  council  will  address  issues  including  distribution,  control  and 
monitoring  wolves,  as  well  as  the  costs  to  implement  a state-based  program.  The  council  will  meet  with  Director  Graham 
and  his  staff  in  the  next  month.  Members  include:  Chase  Hibbard,  (Chairman)  Helena;  Darlyne  Dascher,  Fort  Peck; 
Bruce  Malcolm,  Emigrant;  Bruce  Tutvedt,  Kalispell;  Dr.  Nelson  Wert,  Townsend;  Hank  Fischer,  Missoula;  Dr.  Charles 
Buehler,  Butte;  Robin  Hompesch,  Bozeman;  James  Cross,  Kalispell;  Terry  Beaver,  Helena;  Ira  Newbreast,  Browning;  Jay 
Kirkpatrick,  Billings. 

A WARM  WATER  FISH  HATCHERY  at  Fort  Peck  was  the  subject  of  a U.S.  Senate  hearing  on  April  29.  Director 
Graham  presented  testimony  supporting  the  project  as  outlined  in  Montana  HB  20  (1999).  The  state  can  use  historical 
expenditures  on  the  Miles  City  Hatchery  construction  and  access  development  for  Fort  Peck  as  the  state  match  for  the 
proposed  $20  million  hatchery.  Graham  also  reiterated  the  Legislature’s  message  that  this  is  a federal  responsibility  as 
mitigation  for  Fort  Peck  and  that  the  daily  operations  costs  of  running  the  hatchery  should  also  be  a federal  responsibility. 
The  state  would  contribute  money  raised  from  the  warm  water  fish  stamp,  as  well  as  continue  to  fund  egg  collection  and 
fish  distribution  as  our  share. 

TIP-MONT,  Montana’s  toll-free  hotline,  has  been  expanded  to  include  Parks.  Anyone  witnessing  vandalism  in  one  of 
Montana’s  state  parks  is  encouraged  to  call  1-800-TIP-MONT. 

WATER  USE  CONFLICTS  were  the  subject  of  a proposed  FWP  Commission  rule,  which  was  approved  in  concept  on 
^ May  12.  The  Commission  directed  the  Department  to  come  back  with  a final  tentative  for  the  June  Commission  Meeting. 
Options  include  no  wake  operation  on  water  bodies  less  than  35  acres  in  surface  area  and  within  200  feet  of  shore  unless 
riding  up  or  dropping  of  water  skiers  on  lakes  west  of  the  Continental  Divide. 


ACCESS  TO  PUBLIC  LAND  will  become  a higher  priority  for  FWP  as  Director  Graham  announced  a new  program 
which  evolved  as  a result  of  SB  171  (1999).  SB  171  requires  all  hunters  to  obtain  permission  before  hunting  even  if  the 
land  is  not  posted.  SB  171  also  requires  FWP  to  work  cooperatively  with  all  state  and  federal  land  management  agencies, 
hunting  organizations  and  landowners  to  develop  accurate  land  ownership  maps  and  boundaries.  In  April,  FWP  hired  its 
first  public  land  access  coordinator  to  carry  out  these  tasks.  Long-term  goals  are  to:  1)  improve  maps  and  boundary 
identification  for  existing  public  land  access  opportunities;  2)  increase  public  hunting  access  to  public  land  where  it  is 
needed;  and  3)  improve  information  sources  used  by  hunters  seeking  access  to  public  lands.  The  initiative  will  be  based 
on  priorities  established  at  the  local  level  involving  hunters,  landowners  and  land  management  agencies.  The  Private 
Land/Public  Wildlife  Council  is  also  considering  expanding  support  for  resident  funding  of  the  Block  Management 
Program  by  requesting  the  legislature  to  dedicate  a portion  of  revenues  to  address  public  land  access  needs. 

CROW  WATER  NEGOTIATIONS  continue  with  FWP,  Compact  Commission  staff  and  the  Attorney  General’s  staff. 
A flow  management  plan  appears  to  have  been  agreed  upon  and  negotiations  continue  with  the  Crow  Tribe  on  issues 
related  to  hunting  and  fishing  licensure  on  the  river/reservoir,  regulations  of  tribal  members,  creation  of  a cooperative 
fishery  enhancement  fund  by  FWP  and  tribal  outfitting  licensing. 

FISH  STOCKING  PLANS  FOR  2000  are  now  available  by  going  to  the  FWP  web  site  at  fwp.state.mt.us,  or  by  calling 
(406)  444-2449  to  request  a print  copy  of  the  plan.  Those  with  access  to  the  web  page  need  to  go  to  “Fishing”  and  click 
on  the  2000  Fish  Stocking  Plan.  This  page  provides  a list  of  waters  stocked,  with  details  on  the  different  fish  species, 
number  and  size  of  fish  stocked.  You  can  also  access  information  on  a specific  body  of  water  by  entering  the  name  on  the 
water  name  line  and  clicking  search. 

BLACK  BEAR  HUNTERS  are  reminded  that  this  is  the  second  year  of  a double  tagging  procedure  for  black  bears.  All 
black  bear  licenses  are  composed  of  a carcass  and  hide  tag.  The  carcass  tag  must  be  attached  to  the  carcass  and  the  hide 
tag  to  the  hide  of  the  bear.  As  an  additional  reminder,  black  bear  licenses  for  the  spring  season  had  to  be  purchased  by 
April  14. 

SPECIAL  LICENSE  AND  PERMIT  APPLICATIONS  for  antelope,  special  elk,  deer  B licenses  and  deer  permits  are 
due  June  1 . 

DEER  HUNTERS  in  southwestern  Montana  will  notice  that  the  license  validation  requirement  for  antlered  buck  mule 
deer  in  about  two-thirds  of  an  area  in  southwestern  Montana,  formerly  known  as  the  Southwestern  8,  has  been  eliminated. 
Replacing  validation  in  the  remaining  areas  are  permits.  Resident  and  nonresident  hunters  will  need  to  apply  by  June  1 
for  one  of  the  special  permits,  some  of  which  are  limited,  some  of  which  are  not.  Hunters  who  receive  one  of  these 
permits  may  not  hunt  antlered  mule  deer  anywhere  else  in  Montana. 

FWP  WARDEN  JASON  SNYDER  was  awarded  the  Staff  Award  as  the  student  who  most  demonstrates  the  skills  and 
abilities  needed  to  be  a superior  law  enforcement  officer  at  the  Montana  Law  Enforcement  Academy’s  recent  graduation. 
Jason  also  received  the  Mavity  Award,  which  goes  to  the  student  ranked  first  in  the  class  in  fitness,  academic 
achievement,  firearms  skills  and  in  training  and  performance  evaluations.  Students  select  the  winner  of  the  Staff  Award, 
based  on  two  scenarios:  1)  If  they  were  a police  chief  or  a sheriff,  who  in  the  class  would  they  choose  as  their  right  hand 
person  and  2)  Imagine  they  are  on  a felony  call  where  shots  have  been  fired  and  an  officer  is  down.  Which  of  their 
classmates  would  they  most  like  to  hear  responding  on  the  radio  coming  to  back  them  up? 

BOATING  SAFETY  INSTRUCTION  is  now  offered  in  a home  study  course  to  help  families  comply  with  state  law 
requiring  youngsters  13  and  14  years  old  to  have  a Motorboat  Operator’s  Certificate  while  piloting  a motor  boat  without 
an  adult  on  board.  The  law  includes  operation  of  all  motorboats,  as  well  as  personal  watercraft  with  a motor  greater  than 
10  horsepower.  In  addition  to  the  FWP  home  study  course,  the  U.S.  Coast  Guard  Auxiliaries  in  Great  Falls,  Kalispell  and 
Helena  offer  a one-day  classroom  course.  If  you  need  information  on  FWP’s  course,  call  (406)  444-2615. 
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YOUTH  LICENSES  (HB  533,  1999)  are  now  available  for  Montanan’s  12  through  17  years  of  age. 

They  may  purchase  a combination  sports  license  for  $25.00,  about  50%  of  the  fee  paid  for  a similar 
license  in  previous  years.  The  youth  combination  sports  license  allows  fishing  and  hunting  of  upland 
game  birds,  deer  and  elk.  Resident  youth  1 5 through  1 7 years  of  age  have  the  option  to  purchase  a 
resident  fishing  license  at  $6.50  and  resident  upland  game  bird  at  $3.00.  Both  about  50%  less  than  in 
previous  years.  Resident  youth,  12  through  14  years  of  age  may  fish  and  hunt  upland  game  and  migratory 
game  birds  during  the  regular  hunting  season  with  only  a conservation  license  and  resident  youth  under 
the  age  of  12  may  fish  without  a license,  as  before 

THE  SECOND  ANNUAL  DISCOVER  THE  OUTDOORS  CAMP  will  be  held  at  FWP’s  Beartooth 
Wildlife  Management  Area  north  of  Helena  June  9-11.  The  camp,  which  is  sponsored  by  the  Montana 
Bowhunters  Association  and  FWP,  is  designed  for  single  parents  and  a child  who  is  11-15  years  of  age. 
Activities  include:  camping,  cooking,  bow  and  gun  shooting  sports  and  fishing,  followed  by  evening 
educational  programs.  The  camp  is  offered  at  no  cost  to  participants.  Application  forms  are  available  by 
calling  (406)  452-3238,  or  by  writing  to  the  Montana  Bowhunters  Association,  PO  Box  1942,  Great  Falls 
MT  59403-1942.  Completed  applications  will  be  accepted  through  May  5. 

WEED  MANAGEMENT  COORDINATION  will  be  the  responsibility  of  Adam  Brooks,  a new 
employee  of  FWP  hired  to  fill  a position  created  by  the  1999  Legislature.  As  FWP’s  Weed  Management 
Coordinator,  Brooks  will  coordinate  FWP’s  activities  relative  to  weed  control  and  noxious  weed 
education  and  awareness.  He’ll  work  with  local  weed  boards,  landowners  and  other  agencies  in 
developing  weed  management  plans  and  focus  on  heightening  the  awareness  of  individuals  within  FWP 
and  the  general  public. 

NONRESIDENT  UPLAND  BIRD  HUNTING  is  currently  being  evaluated  as  per  HB  478  (1999)  which 
allowed  the  FWP  Commission  to  set  a limit  on  the  number  of  nonresident  upland  game  bird  licenses  sold. 
Based  on  Legislative  direction,  the  Commission  asked  the  department  to  complete  an  analysis  of  impacts 
on  landowners,  outfitters,  bird  populations,  local  communities,  local  economies,  private  property  rights 
and  hunting  access.  Surveys  have  been  sent  to  outfitters,  nonresident  and  resident  hunters.  The 
department  analysis  will  be  completed  by  September  1st,  2000.  The  Commission  will  make  a decision  in 
November  of  2000,  as  to  whether  the  number  of  nonresident  bird  licenses  sold  requires  limiting  beginning 
in  2001. 


WATER  RECREATION  (MOTORIZED  BOATING)  CONFLICTS  was  the  topic  of  a statewide 
information  gathering  effort  by  FWP.  A summary  of  comments  and  recommendations  indicate  the  public 
believes  there  is  a growing  conflict  among  water-based  recreators.  Recommendations  included  increasing 
enforcement  efforts  rather  than  additional  regulation,  increasing  public  awareness  of  the  associated  issues, 
laws  and  regulations  through  an  expanded  information  and  education  effort  and  requiring  a safe  boating 
course  for  youth  under  18  years  of  age  prior  to  watercraft  rental. 

ACCESS  TO  STREAMS  AT  COUNTY  ROADS  AND  BRIDGE  CROSSINGS  is  the  topic  of  an 
Attorney  General’s  Draft  Opinion.  The  Opinion  states: 

• A bridge  and  its  abutments  are  a part  of  the  public  highway,  and  are  subject  to  the  same 
public  easement  of  passage  as  the  highway  to  which  they  are  attached.  Therefore, 
recreationists  can  access  streams  and  rivers  by  using  the  bridge,  its  right-of-way,  and  its 
abutments. 

• A recreationist  must  stay  within  the  road  and  bridge  easement  to  access  streams  and  rivers. 

• Access  to  streams  and  rivers  from  county  roads  and  bridges  is  subject  to  the  exercise  of  the 
county  commission’s  police  power.  However,  this  power  is  not  without  limitation. 

Those  wishing  to  comment  should  contact  Department  of  Justice  A.G.’s  Office  at  215  North  Sanders,  PO 
Box  201401,  Helena,  Montana  59620-1401  by  April  14th . 

DEER  VALIDATION  IN  SOUTHWESTERN  MONTANA  has  been  removed  in  about  two-thirds  of 
the  area  formerly  known  as  the  “Southwestern  8.”  To  hunt  in  the  remaining  areas,  resident  and 
nonresident  hunters  will  need  to  apply  by  June  1 for  a permit,  most  of  which  are  unlimited  in  number. 
Hunters  who  receive  a permit  may  not  hunt  antlered  buck  mule  deer  anywhere  else  in  Montana. 

FUTURE  FISHERIES  IMPROVEMENT  PROJECTS  (HB  349,  1995)  totaling  over  $290,000  were 
approved  by  the  Fish,  Wildlife  & Parks  Commission.  The  funding  for  the  30  projects  was  matched  by 
nearly  $615,000  from  outside  sources.  The  Commission  funded  projects  throughout  Montana  that  will 
help  westslope  cutthroat,  brook,  brown  and  rainbow  trout,  as  well  as  walleye  and  yellow  perch.  Work 
includes  stream  channel  and  spawning  habitat  improvements,  stream  bank  utilization  using  natural 
materials  and  projects  to  increase  stream  flow,  removal  of  barriers  to  fish  migration  and  installation  of 
barriers  to  preserve  the  genetic  purity  of  native  and  wild  species. 

MOOSE,  SHEEP  AND  GOAT  special  permit  applications  must  be  submitted  to  FWP  in  Helena  by  May 
1st.  The  deadline  for  applications  for  deer,  elk  and  antelope  is  June  1st.  Sheep  hunters  preparing  to  apply 
for  special  permits  should  note  that  the  hunting  district  map  numbers  for  sheep  were  inadvertently  left  off 
the  district  maps  by  the  printer  in  the  2000  Moose,  Sheep,  Goat  and  Antelope  Big  Game  Hunting 
Regulations.  Map-correction  inserts  that  include  the  hunting  district  numbers  are  available  at  all  FWP 
offices  and  license  agents. 

SMITH  RIVER  PERMIT  APPLICATIONS  set  a new  record  this  year  as  over  4,300  people  applied  for 
the  780  permits  available.  Last  year,  3,700  people  sent  in  applications  to  float  the  59-mile  stretch  south  of 
Great  Falls. 

SHEEP  AND  MOOSE  LICENSES  recently  auctioned  at  the  Foundation  for  North  American  Wild 
Sheep’s  convention  in  Reno  and  the  Skyline  Sportsmen’s  annual  banquet  in  Butte  generated  $95,400. 

The  sheep  license  brought  $85,500  and  the  moose  $1 1,000.  Dollars  generated  will  be  used  for  research 
and  to  supplement  trapping  and  transplanting  budgets. 
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P.O.Box  200701 
Helena,  MT  59620-0701 
(406)  444-3186 
FAX:406-444-4952 
Ref:D00125-00 
February  7,  2000 


Dear  Montana  Legislators: 

Enclosed  with  this  monthly  newsletter  is  a copy  of  our  1999  Annual  Report  to  our  stakeholders.  Because 
we  are  a user  pay  organization,  it  is  essential  to  communicate  openly  and  often  with  our  constituents.  In 
Montana,  our  constituents  often  see  themselves  more  as  managing  partners,  and  they  are. 

Since  we  only  print  10,000  of  these  reports  and  we  have  well  over  300,000  constituents,  please  pass  it 
along  when  you  are  done.  We  appreciate  your  support. 


Sincerely, 


Patrick  J.  Graham 
Director 


A WOLF  MANAGEMENT  PLAN  will  be  developed  in  anticipation  of  the  wolfs  eventual  delisting 
under  the  federal  Endangered  Species  Act.  Governor  Racicot  will  appoint  a citizen  advisory  committee  to 
begin  this  work  in  February.  There  are  many  decisions  to  make  about  how  many  wolves  will  inhabit 
Montana,  how  they  will  be  managed,  their  distribution,  how  to  address  predation  on  livestock  and  who 
pays  for  management.  The  citizen  panel  will  advise  on  these  issues  and  assist  FWP  as  it  drafts  a plan  for 
the  Governor’s  approval  and  eventual  approval  by  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service.  People  who  are 
interested  in  serving  on  this  council  should  submit  their  name,  describe  their  interest  and  why  they  would 
make  a good  representative  by  February  11,  2000,  to:  Patrick  Graham,  Montana  Fish,  Wildlife  & Parks, 
PO  Box  200701,  Helena  MT  59620-0701. 

LICENSING  CHANGES  IN  2000  to  be  aware  of  include: 

• Social  Security  numbers  will  be  required  for  hunters  and  anglers  purchasing  Conservation  Licenses 
and  licenses  obtained  through  most  special  drawings  beginning  March  1.  Senate  Bill  76,  requested 
by  the  Department  of  Public  Health  and  Human  Services  and  passed  by  the  1999  Legislature,  requires 


FWP  to  obtain  a SSN  from  resident  and  nonresident  applicants  - including  youth  - beginning  this 
year.  The  new  law  has  raised  concerns  by  some  sportsmen  who  object  to  providing  SSNs.  DPHHS 
requested  the  law  change  to  be  in  compliance  with  federal  law  intended  to  help  improve  child  support 
collection  efforts.  DPHHS  will  use  the  information  to  locate  individuals  who  are  delinquent  in  their 
child  support  payments,  which  total  $180  million  in  Montana.  Questions  about  these  requirements 
should  be  directed  to  DPHHS. 

• A $5  Warm  Water  Fish  Stamp  ( HB  20)  will  be  required  to  possess  warm  water  game  fish  caught  on 
designated  waters.  The  stamp  will  help  fund  a new  multi-species  fish  hatchery  planned  near  Fort  Peck 
Dam.  All  anglers,  except  youth  under  15,  seniors  and  disabled,  will  need  the  new  Warm  Water  Fish 
Stamp  when  fishing  waters  listed  in  the  2000-2001  Fishing  Regulations  on  pages  34  and  61. 

• A Youth  Combination  Sports  License  (HB  533)  for  Montanans  age  12  through  17  will  be  available 
March  1 for  $25,  about  50  percent  of  the  fee  paid  for  similar  licenses  in  previous  years.  The 
combination  Sports  License  also  allows  fishing  and  hunting  of  upland  game  birds,  deer  and  elk. 
Resident  youth  15  to  17  also  have  the  option  to  purchase  a fishing  license  for  $6.50  and  an  upland 
game  bird  license  for  $3,  both  about  50  percent  less  than  the  fees  paid  in  previous  years. 

WHIRLING  DISEASE  has  been  confirmed  in  the  Smith  River.  While  unwelcome,  the  discovery  was 
not  unexpected.  It  was  already  known  that  the  disease  was  in  one  of  the  river’s  major  tributaries,  Hound 
Creek.  The  irony  for  the  Smith  is  that  trout  populations  currently  appear  to  be  on  the  increase. 

Meanwhile  on  the  Madison  River,  preliminary  1999  surveys  document  the  most  yearling  rainbow  trout  in 
the  Pine  Butte  section  since  1988.  We  suspect  the  numbers  relate  to  the  high  runoff  in  1999,  minimizing 
exposure  of  young  fish  to  the  whirling  disease  parasite  at  a critical  time  during  their  early  development. 
Dick  Vincent,  FWP’s  whirling  disease  coordinator,  said  the  rebound  doesn’t  mean  the  Madison  is  staging 
a post  whirling  disease  comeback.  It  does  offer  a new  clue  that  could  lead  to  new  management  solutions. 
Yearling  rainbow  numbers  further  downstream  remained  similar  to  what  they  have  been  in  the  past 
several  years. 

GAME  BIRD  FARMS,  GAME  BIRD  SHOOTING  PROGRAMS  and  the  general  possession  and 
release  of  commercial  game  birds  are  some  of  the  topics  covered  in  a draft  environmental  impact  study 
that  FWP  is  seeking  written  and  verbal  comment  on  over  the  next  few  weeks.  A variety  of  issues,  such  as 
the  environmental  impacts  of  these  programs,  ways  to  streamline  management  and  the  preservation  of 
native  game  birds  are  addressed.  A copy  of  the  study  is  available  from  FWP,  attention:  Tim  Feldner,  PO 
Box  200701,  Helena  MT  59620-0701,  by  calling  (406)  444-2452,  or  by  accessing  the  FWP  web  site  at 
fwp.  state,  mt.  us.  under  “Notices.”  Written  comments  may  be  submitted  through  February  29. 

NONRESIDENT  HUNTERS  who  wish  to  obtain  applications  for  2000  big  game  licenses  should  send 
their  request  to:  Special  Licensing  Section,  PO  Box  200701,  Helena  MT  59620-0701,  or  call  (406)  444- 
2950. 
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BLACK-TAILED  PRAIRIE  DOGS  were  petitioned  to  be  listed  under  the  federal  Endangered  Species  Act  last 
year  by  the  National  Wildlife  Federation.  FWP  supplied  information  on  the  health  of  the  Montana  population  and 
opposed  the  listing.  The  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  was  given  an  1 1 -state  conservation  strategy  prepared  by 
the  member  fish  and  wildlife  agencies  to  assure  USFWS  listing  was  not  necessary.  The  USFWS  recently  opened 
up  comment  on  the  1 1 -state  plan.  FWP  and  the  Department  of  Agriculture  jointly  sponsored  a meeting  in 
Lewistown  to  involve  the  public  in  creating  a Montana-based  plan.  Because  of  the  high  level  of  interest  in  this 
subject,  we  have  enclosed  a letter  to  the  USFWS  from  Director  Graham. 

FWP  WARDENS  are  continuing  to  work  under  the  provisions  of  last  year’s  contract.  New  contract  negotiations 
were  delayed  while  FWP  awaited  an  upgrade  review  by  the  Department  of  Administration.  The  review  was 
requested  by  FWP  as  a result  of  legislative  action  to  grant  the  equivalent  of  a one  grade  increase  to  the  Highway 
Patrol.  Department  of  Administration  denied  the  FWP  warden  upgrade  in  late  September,  although  they  found  both 
jobs  were  similar  in  complexity.  Director  Graham  is  working  with  the  wardens  and  Department  of  Administration 
to  find  an  equitable  way  to  address  the  issue. 

CHRONIC  WASTING  DISEASE  was  confirmed  in  an  elk  on  a game  farm  near  Philipsburg.  Animals  at  that 
facility  had  been  under  quarantine  since  June  1998  when  it  was  first  known  that  CWD  might  be  present.  To 
minimize  risks  that  CWD  could  spread,  the  game  farm  agreed  to  voluntarily  depopulate  the  herd  as  requested  by  the 
Department  of  Livestock.  FWP  will  continue  testing  of  wild  deer  and  elk  harvested  through  voluntary  participation 
at  check  stations.  Last  year,  403  samples  taken  were  all  negative  for  CWD.  Following  the  hunting  season, 
additional  sampling  will  take  place  near  Philipsburg  and  Hardin. 

The  State  Epidemiologist,  in  responding  to  requests  for  information  about  public  health,  indicated  that:  1)  there  has 
been  no  confirmed  cases  of  CWD  in  the  wild  in  Montana;  2)  there  is  no  evidence  that  the  disease  is  transmissible  to 
humans;  3)  as  always,  if  there  is  a concern  among  individuals,  wearing  protective  gloves  while  field-dressing  game 
is  a good  idea;  and,  4)  hunters  or  others  observing  animals  acting  unusually  or  appearing  to  be  sick  are  encouraged 
to  report  that  to  FWP. 

PARKS  TENTATIVE  FEES  are  out  for  comment.  Every  two  years,  the  Fish,  Wildlife  & Parks  Commission 
reviews  the  fees  charged  for  use  of  State  Parks  resources.  The  Commission  is  considering  several  changes, 
including  the  creation  of  a low-income  passport  that  enables  people  who  meet  existing  Medicaid  and  food  stamp 
eligibility  to  purchase  park  entrance  passes  at  the  discounted  rate  of  $16  per  year.  And,  at  the  32  Fishing  Access 
Sites  (FAS)  that  charge  $5  for  overnight  camping,  increasing  that  fee  to  $10  for  those  who  do  not  have  a group 
member  in  possession  of  a valid  fishing  license.  Acquisition  and  maintenance  of  FAS  are  currently  funded  entirely 
by  fishing  license  dollars.  This  proposal  would  ensure  that  site  users  whose  primary  purpose  is  general  recreation, 
rather  than  fishing,  would  contribute  to  FAS  maintenance.  Copies  of  the  tentative  fee  rules  are  available  at  all  FWP 
offices  with  comments  requested  by  November  23. 


THE  MILLENIUM  SNOWMOBILE  SAFETY  EDUCATION  INSTRUCTORS  SCHOOL  will  be  held  on 
December  4 and  5 at  Georgetown  Lake  Lodge.  FWP  is  offering  training  to  individuals  who  wish  to  serve  as 
snowmobile  safety  education  instructors.  The  workshop  will  train  volunteers  to  teach  snowmobile  safety  and  ethics 
in  their  own  communities.  Topics  include:  avalanche  awareness;  winter  survival;  snowmobile  mechanics  and 
engine  efficiency;  state  snowmobile  laws  and  wilderness  first  aid.  For  more  information  and  to  sign  up,  call  444- 
4585. 

COLUMBIAN  SHARP-TAILED  GROUSE  will  receive  a full  assessment  of  species  status,  the  result  of  a 
USFWS  petition  seeking  the  listing  of  the  grouse  as  threatened  on  the  Endangered  Species  List.  The  petition  to  list 
the  bird  was  received  from  the  Biodiversity  Legal  Foundation  in  1995.  The  petition  requested  listing  of  the  grouse 
as  threatened  throughout  its  known  historic  range,  which  includes  Montana.  In  Montana,  there  is  only  one  known 
Columbian  sharp-tailed  grouse  population.  It  contains  fewer  than  ten  birds  and  is  located  near  Libby.  Comments 
should  be  sent  to  Field  Supervisor,  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service,  11103  East  Montgomery  Drive,  Spokane,  WA 
99206. 

FUTURE  FISHERIES  PROJECTS  totaling  $354,1 14  in  fishing  license  dollars,  which  will  be  matched  with  other 
funding  sources,  to  pay  for  approved  projects  in  16  different  Montana  counties  have  been  approved.  The  total  cost 
of  improvements  is  approximately  $1.2  million.  All  the  projects  were  recommended  for  funding  by  FWP’s  Future 
Fisheries  Review  Panel  in  July.  The  Future  Fisheries  Review  Panel  is  appointed  by  FWP  Director  Graham  to 
review  lake  and  stream  restoration  proposals  and  to  select  projects  eligible  for  funding  under  the  Future  Fisheries 
Improvement  program  created  by  the  1995  Legislature  (HB  349).  The  program  is  intended  to  provide  for 
protection  and  enhancement  of  Montana’s  fisheries  through  voluntary  restoration  of  habitats  for  populations  of  wild 
fish  with  an  emphasis  on  native  species. 

THE  CHERRY  CREEK  PROJECT  to  restore  westslope  cutthroat  trout  to  a portion  of  their  native  range  was 
approved  on  October  14  by  the  Department  of  Environmental  Quality.  Shortly  after  the  approval,  however,  the 
certification  was  appealed.  As  a result,  the  Department  of  Environmental  Quality  Board  will  review  the  appeal  of 
the  certification.  Work  on  the  Cherry  Creek  project  will  be  delayed  at  least  until  the  summer  of  2000. 

REMEDIAL  AND  ADULT  HUNTER  EDUCATION  programs  (SB  381,  1999)  are  being  developed  by  FWP. 
Advisory  committees  consisting  of  hunters,  hunter  education  instructors  and  FWP  staff  are  being  created  to  assist  in 
the  development  of  the  programs.  A violator  whose  hunting,  fishing  and/or  trapping  licenses  have  been  revoked  as 
of  July  1 , 200 1 , will  be  required  to  complete  the  remedial  program  before  license  privileges  may  be  reinstated,  but 
any  violator  can  be  sentenced  by  the  court  to  complete  the  course.  Anyone  interested  in  the  details  of  the  program 
should  contact  Thomas  Baumeister  at  444-4046. 

RECREATIONAL  USE  CONFLICTS  ON  RIVERS  is  the  topic  of  policy  guidelines  for  advisory  committees 
established  by  the  Department  or  the  Commission  that  are  to  develop  management  plans  and  regulations  for 
Montana’s  rivers.  A draft  of  the  proposed  policy  will  be  presented  to  the  Commission  at  its  November  12  meeting. 
Guidelines  being  recommended  pursuant  to  MCA  87-1-303  (2)  must,  among  other  things,  provide  a reasonable  and 
equitable  distribution  of  opportunity  for  recreational  use  among  the  various  types  of  recreational  uses  that  are 
appropriate  for  the  river.  In  addition,  guidelines  should  seek  to  conserve  and  maintain  natural  resources  and  natural 
processes  so  that  current  recreational  use  does  not  significantly  impair  the  recreational  opportunities  of  future 
generations;  balance  a quality  recreational  experience  and  an  unlimited  quantity  of  recreational  opportunities; 
provide  mechanisms  for  monitoring  and  evaluation;  ensure  that  any  allocation  of  angling  use  does  not  vest  or 
establish  in  a person  or  business  any  right  or  expectation  to  continue  to  have  an  allocation  of  angling  use  in  the 
future  whether  uses  are  for  private  purposes  or  part  of  a commercial  venture.  Following  review  and  adoption  of  the 
draft  by  the  Commission,  there  will  be  an  opportunity  for  public  comment. 
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Pete  Gober,  Field  Supervisor  ^ ^ ^ 

South  Dakota  Ecological  Services  Field  Office  Vca.  ’U 

U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service 

420  South  Garfield  Avenue,  Suite  400 

Pierre,  South  Dakota  57501 


Dear  Mr.  Gober: 


Montana  FWP  appreciates  the  opportunity  to  submit  additional  information  to  be  considered  by 
the  FWS  in  its  status  review  of  the  black-tailed  prairie  dog. 

Montana  participated  in  development  of  the  multi-state  Black-tailed  Prairie  Dog  Conservation 
Assessment  and  Strategy  (Van  Pelt,  1999).  Last  month  I signed  the  companion  MOU  that 
effectively  enunciates  Montana’s  interest  in  and  commitment  to  a regional  approach  to 
conservation  of  black-tailed  prairie  dog  communities. 

Upon  learning  that  public  comment  on  the  90-day  finding  had  been  re-opened,  Ralph  Peck, 
Director  of  the  Montana  Department  of  Agriculture,  and  I made  the  decision  to  expedite 
development  of  a prairie  dog  conservation  plan  for  Montana.  A few  months  ago,  FWP  contracted 
with  Craig  Knowles  of  FaunaWest  Wildlife  Consultants  to  prepare  an  initial  draft  of  a Montana 
conservation  plan,  which  was  scheduled  to  be  revised  by  the  Montana  Prairie  Dog  Working  Group 
at  its  November  meeting  before  being  circulated  for  public  review  and  comment.  Our  decision 
to  expedite  development  of  a plan  entailed  printing  and  distributing  500  copies  of  the  initial  draft 
of  the  Montana  plan  and  150  copies  of  the  multi-state  plan  to  potentially  affected  stakeholders  and 
the  general  public;  holding  a Prairie  Dog  Planning  Workshop  to  solicit  public  input  on  both  draft 
documents  (October  15  in  Lewistown);  and  convening  a work  session  of  the  Montana  Prairie  Dog 
Working  Group  (October  20  & 21  in  Billings)  - all  on  short  notice. 

The  workshop  in  Lewistown  was  attended  by  approximately  85  people.  The  full  spectrum  of 
interested  parties  was  represented  with  the  majority  of  participants  representing  agriculture. 
Sharon  Rose  presented  an  overview  of  the  status  review  process  and  summarized  the  issues  under 
consideration  in  that  process.  Input  generated  by  participants  in  the  three  afternoon  breakout 
groups  was  provided  to  the  Montana  Prairie  Dog  Working  Group  to  be  incorporated  into 
Montana’s  prairie  dog  conservation  plan. 

The  Montana  Prairie  Dog  Working  Group  held  a work  session  October  20  and  21  in  Billings  to 
re-draft  Montana’s  conservation  plan,  incorporating  comment  on  the  earlier  draft  of  the  document 
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by  Working  Group  members  and  public  comment  obtained  at  the  Prairie  Dog  Planning  Workshop 
in  Lewistown  the  previous  week.  Twenty-five  of  the  73  individuals  on  the  Montana  Prairie  Dog 
Working  Group  mailing  list  attended  and  participated  in  that  work  session.  Montana  FWP  and 
Department  of  Agriculture  are  committed  to  the  course  of  action  outlined  in  this  draft  plan,  which 
will  be  distributed  this  month  for  additional  public  review  and  comment. 

Elements  of  Montana’s  draft  Prairie  Dog  Conservation  Plan  that  represent  implementation  of 
elements  of  the  multi-state  Conservation  Assessment  and  Strategy  include: 

■ Establish  a Prairie  Dog  Working  Group:  Montana’s  Prairie  Dog  Working  Group  was 
established  in  1996,  meets  on  a regular  basis,  and  has  a membership/mailing  list  of  73 
individuals  that  represent  the  full  spectrum  of  affected  interests. 

■ Cooperate  with  Tribes:  Tribal  and  BIA  representatives  are  active  members  of  the  Montana 
Prairie  Dog  Working  Group.  Since  1996,  FWP  has  provided  technical  assistance  and  direct 
funding  to  the  Fort  Belknap  Reservation  to  support  on-going  black-footed  ferret  reintroduction 
efforts. 

■ Development  of  a state  conservation  plan:  Attached 

■ Recognize  factors  that  contribute  to  decline  and  lack  of  prairie  dog  recovery:  Refer  to 
appendix,  Montana  plan 

■ Provision  for  modifications  in  response  to  unanticipated  events:  Refer  to  preface,  Montana 
plan 

■ Develop  management  goals,  objectives  and  strategies:  Refer  to  conservation  and  management 
strategies,  Montana  plan 

■ Ranking  system  for  prairie  dog  towns  and  complexes:  Refer  to  conservation  and  management 
strategies,  Montana  plan 

■ Coordinate  with  other  managers  to  inventory  both  occupied  and  unoccupied  prairie  dog  habitat: 
Refer  to  conservation  and  management  strategies,  Montana  plan 

■ Timeframes  for  implementation  of  plan  elements:  Refer  to  conservation  and  management 
strategies,  Montana  plan 

■ Provide  management  and  administrative  reforms  necessary  to  protect  and  enhance  prairie  dogs 
and  associated  ecosystems:  Refer  to  objective  #1,  Montana  plan 

■ Establish  goals  for  number  of  towns,  number  of  acres,  and  distribution  among  ownerships,  and 
establish  at  least  3 population  level  objectives:  Refer  to  objective  #2,  Montana  plan 

■ Devise  a statistically  valid  method  of  monitoring  acreage;  conduct  surveys  every  5 years  or 
less  - Refer  to  objective  #2  and  appendix,  Montana  plan 

■ Identify  explicit  corrective  measures  to  be  taken  when  prairie  dogs  fall  below  target  levels: 
Refer  to  objective  #3,  Montana  plan 

■ Identify  and  implement  prairie  dog  conservation  incentives:  Refer  to  objective  #3,  Montana 
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plan 

■ Include  an  educational  component  of  the  plan:  Refer  to  objective  #4,  Montana  plan 

■ Identify  and  prioritize  research  needs:  Refer  to  objective  #5,  Montana  plan 

In  addition  to  Montana’s  on-going  progress  in  implementing  elements  of  the  multi-state  plan,  new 
information  has  been  compiled  and  additional  actions  have  occurred  since  FWP  submitted  our 
10/1/98  letter  of  comment  to  the  FWS  regarding  proposed  listing  of  the  black-tailed  prairie  dog. 
The  following  information  and  actions  fall  under  the  umbrella  of  the  multi-state  Black-tailed 
Prairie  Dog  Conservation  Assessment  and  Strategy,  as  well: 

■ Numerous  reports  of  increasing  prairie  dog  populations  (post-plague  recovery  and 
establishment  of  new  colonies)  by  landowners  and  field  personnel  employed  by  land 
management  agencies. 

■ Craig  Knowles,  of  FaunaWest  Wildlife  Consultants,  is  currently  in  the  process  of  mapping 
prairie  dog  towns  on  the  Crow  Reservation  and  reports  that  preliminary  results  of  his  survey 
indicate  that  current,  occupied  acreage  on  the  Crow  Reservation  is  more  than  double  the 
acreage  reported  in  the  statewide  inventory  (FaunaWest  1992).  The  Montana  Conservation 
Plan  lists  a figure  of  3,911  acres  occupied  by  prairie  dogs  on  the  Crow  Reservation  (Table  3). 
Craig  is  currently  in  the  process  of  mapping  a single  prairie  dog  town  on  the  Reservation  that 
he  estimates  encompasses  4,000  - 4,500  acres  and  expects  that  his  mapping  effort  will  yield 
upwards  of  45  colonies  encompassing  somewhere  in  the  neighborhood  of  10,000  acres  (Craig 
Knowles,  pers.  comm.) 

■ FWP  personnel  have  recorded  locations  of  a substantial  number  of  prairie  dog  colonies  that 
were  not  included  in  the  1996-98  statewide  survey  (refer  to  attached  memo  to  Don  Childress 
from  Jay  Newell).  We  are  certain  that  ground-truthing  of  those  GPS  locations  would  validate 
Montana’s  assertion  that  the  number  of  colonies  and  occupied  acreage  documented  during  our 
1996-98  statewide  inventory  of  prairie  dog  colonies  are  minimum  figures  that  substantially 
under-represent  Montana’s  black-tailed  prairie  dog  population. 

Montana  state  agencies  and  Tribes  want  to  maintain  and  make  constructive  use  of  existing 
management  flexibility  and  our  respective  decision-making  authority.  I want  to  take  this 
opportunity  to  emphasize  the  long-term  nature  of  FWP’s  commitment  to  conservation  of  prairie 
dogs,  and  species  associated  with  prairie  dogs,  which  dates  to  FWP  funding  of  the  state’s  first 
statewide  inventory  of  prairie  dog  colonies  in  1984  (Clark  and  Campbell  1985).  Due  to  the 
pivotal  role  of  private  landowners  (more  than  37  % of  existing  prairie  dog  acreage  on  private  lands 
and  the  critical  role  of  private  lands  in  maintaining  current,  statewide  distribution  of  prairie  dogs), 
and  landowner  fear  and  distrust  of  the  ESA  and  its  provisions,  we  believe  that  conservation  of  the 
prairie  dog  ecosystem  can  be  best  accomplished  in  Montana  under  the  auspices  of  voluntary  or 
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approaches.  Unfortunately,  rules  and  regulations  promulgated  under  the  auspices 
° ~f  ESA  wouId  1)6  viewed  by  landowners  as  disincentives  for  the  very  presence  of  prairie  dogs. 

a decision  is  made  to  list  prairie  dogs,  we  would  disengage  from  our  present  efforts  to  conserve 
prairie  dogs.  We  would  shift  our  limited  resources  to  wildlife  under  state  authority. 

I was  disappointed  that  in  Sharon  Rose’s  presentation  at  the  Prairie  Dog  Planning  Workshop  in 
Lewistown,  she  alluded  to  the  passenger  pigeon,  implying  that  an  abundant  species  like  the  prairie 
dog  can  quickly  become  extinct.  Unlike  the  case  of  the  passenger  pigeon,  commercial  exploitation 
o prairie  dogs  is  not  an  issue.  It  appears  that  plague  is  the  overriding  concern  of  the  FWS  at 
least  as  it  applies  to  the  criteria  upon  which  you  base  your  decision.  We  believe  that  plague  can 
present  significant  problems,  but  we  do  not  believe  that  it  will  lead  to  extinction.  We  maintain 
that  more  active  management  to  control  take  of  prairie  dogs  and  to  reintroduce  prairie  dogs  where 
necessary  can  mitigate  effects  of  plague.  Both  are  being  done  without  listing. 

The  sheer  numbers  of  prairie  dogs  in  Montana  and  in  the  region  defy  the  logic  of  a decision  to  list 
We  have  demonstrated  our  ability  to  work  with  landowners  and  other  agencies  to  achieve  prairie 
og  conservation  and  are  committed  to  doing  even  more.  We  hope  your  final  decision  gives  us 


c:  Governor  Racicot 

Ralph  Peck 
Ralph  Morgenwick 


Sincerely, 


a 

Patrick  J.  Graham 
Director 


.QlAa — 
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CHERRY  CREEK  ...  WHAT  IS  THE  ISSUE?  In  the  Upper  Missouri  River  drainage,  about  five  westslope 
cutthroat  trout  remain  today  for  every  100  there  when  Lewis  and  Clark  passed  this  way  in  1805.  The  U.S.  Fish 
and  Wildlife  Service  has  been  petitioned  to  put  our  state  fish  on  the  Endangered  Species  List.  Our  failure  to 
continue  restoring  cutthroat  will  result  in  a federal  listing  of  the  westslope  as  a threatened  species  now  or  in  the 
future  and  loss  of  state  control. 


Our  project  is  to  remove  fish  from  Cherry  Lake  and  the  upper  reaches  of  Cherry  Creek  and  restock  waters  with 
native  westslope  cutthroat,  Montana’s  state  fish.  The  absence  of  introduced  fish  will  give  westslope  cutthroat 
trout  a chance  to  expand  their  population  in  secure  places  where  interbreeding,  predation  and  competition  with 
other  fish  can  be  prevented. 


Many  fish  will  be  captured  and  relocated  to  other  waters.  Because  not  all  fish  can  be  relocated,  small  amounts 
of  two  safe  and  effective  fish  toxicants  will  be  applied  in  the  water  over  a two  to  three  week  period  each 
summer  through  2002.  The  Montana  Department  of  Environmental  Quality’s  Environmental  Assessment 
determined  that  the  restoration  project  is  safe  and  poses  no  risk  to  human  health.  Because  this  project  occurs  in 
part  on  lands  owned  by  Ted  Turner,  it  has  attracted  some  vocal  opponents.  There  are  also  nearly  a dozen 
organizations  which  support  the  project. 


CHRONIC  WASTING  DISEASE  testing  of  over  450  deer  and  elk  from  throughout  Montana  came  up 
negative.  That’s  great  news  as  CWD  has  been  found  in  the  wild  in  parts  of  Wyoming  and  Colorado  and  in 
private  game  farms  in  four  other  states  and  provinces.  CWD  is  communicable  but  there  is  no  way  to  diagnose 
the  presence  of  CWD  until  after  an  animal  has  died.  We  don’t  know  how  it  is  transmitted  or  the  length  of  the 
incubation  period.  What  we  do  know  is  that  CWD  is  deadly  to  deer  and  elk,  and  that  it  causes  a slow  wasting 
away  of  an  infected  animal,  as  the  disease’s  name  implies.  The  Department  of  Livestock  has  adopted  rules  to 
test  and  regulate  importation  of  game  farm  animals  to  reduce  the  risk  of  introducing  CWD  into  Montana. 

LANDOWNER  PERMISSION  is  now  required  for  all  hunting  on  private  property  (SB  171,  1999).  FWP  has 
developed  an  extensive  information  program  to  communicate  the  change.  To  assist  hunters  in  identifying 
property  ownership,  FWP  has  also  developed  a new  Directory  of  Montana  Maps  which  explains  what 
landownership  maps  are  available  and  how  to  gain  access  to  them.  FWP  has  also  developed  Access  Courtesy 
Cards  (included)  to  aid  both  hunters  and  landowners  in  gaining  and  providing  access. 


CHIEF  PLENTY  COUPS’  HOME  in  Big  Horn  County  has  been  designated  a National  Historic  Landmark. 
“The  designation  is  important  for  the  Crow  Tribe  as  well  as  for  other  Native  Americans  because  Plenty  Coups 
was  a goodwill  ambassador  for  all  Indian  nations  across  the  United  States,”  said  Crow  Tribe  cultural  director, 
Burton  Pretty  On  Top.  Upon  the  death  of  Chief  Plenty  Coups,  the  home  and  land  - just  over  195  acres  - were 
donated  to  the  State  of  Montana  to  be  used  as  a public  park.  The  State  Park  is  managed  by  FWP. 


“IMPACTS  OF  NOXIOUS  WEEDS  ON  THE  ECOLOGY  AND  ECONOMY  OF  MONTANA”  is  the  title 
of  10,000  brochures  that  will  be  distributed  by  FWP  to  hunters  at  game  check  stations  this  fall.  Weed 
identification  and  how  to  help  stop  the  spread  of  noxious  weeds  are  covered  in  the  brochure. 


TWO  THOUSAND  KIDS  showed  up  for  a Kids  Fishing  Day  this  summer  in  Great  Falls  as  a part  of  FWP’s  ^ 
Family  Fishing  Adventures  efforts.  One  thousand  rods  and  reels  were  donated  by  Walleyes  Unlimited,  at  a cost 
of  approximately  $9,000. 

LANDS  IN  THE  GALLATIN  CANYON  have  been  protected  for  elk  as  a result  of  a cooperative  effort 
between  the  Rocky  Mountain  Elk  Foundation,  FWP  and  a local  developer.  FWP  surplused  463  acres  following 
an  agreement  worked  out  by  the  RMEF  as  to  how  that  property  would  be  developed.  The  revenues  from  that 
sale  were  used  to  purchase  800  acres  of  critical  migratory  corridor  and  winter  range  in  the  Taylor  Fork  drainage 
just  north  of  Yellowstone  National  Park. 

FWP  SUPERVISORS  for  three  regions  have  been  hired.  Pat  Flowers  will  take  the  reins  as  regional  supervisor 
in  Bozeman  September  27.  Pat  comes  to  the  agency  from  the  Montana  Department  of  Natural  Resources  office 
in  Missoula  where  he  was  employed  as  their  Forest  Management  Bureau  Chief.  Harvey  Nyberg,  who  is 
currently  FWP’s  Wildlife  Manager  in  Kalispell,  has  been  promoted  to  the  regional  supervisor  slot  in  Billings  for 
FWP  administrative  Region  5.  Jim  Satterfield  will  assume  the  duties  of  regional  supervisor  in  FWP 
administrative  Region  6 headquartered  in  Glasgow.  Jim  has  worked  for  the  agency’s  Fisheries  Division  in 
Helena  office  as  a bureau  chief  and  assistant  administrator. 

FORT  PECK’S  WARM  WATER  FISH  HATCHERY  could  be  located  on  federal  land  as  confirmed  by  the 
Corps  of  Engineers  in  response  to  a request  from  Director  Pat  Graham.  We  have  also  received  letters  from  our 
congressional  delegation  informing  us  that  there  were  no  dollars  appropriated  this  session.  Efforts  to  secure  that 
funding  for  design  studies  will  be  pursued  next  session.  The  warm  water  fish  stamp  (HB  20,  1999)  which  will 
also  help  fund  the  project  will  become  mandatory  with  the  new  fishing  regulations,  which  will  go  into  effect 
March  1,2000.  ' 

MONTANA’S  PUBLIC  LAND/PUBLIC  WILDLIFE  ADVISORY  COUNCIL  has  a new  look  as  Governor 
Racicot  appointed  1 5 new  members  to  serve.  The  group  is  charged  with  developing  recommendations 
regarding  issues  that  involve  private  land,  public  wildlife  and  hunting  access.  The  Council  membership 
includes  landowners,  hunters,  outfitters,  legislators  and  a FWP  Commissioner.  Council  members  are:  Tommy 
Billing,  Jordan;  Leland  Blatter,  Nashua;  Daniel  Dart,  Laurel;  Connie  Lord,  Philipsburg;  Mavis  Lorenz, 

Missoula;  David  Simpson,  Hardin;  Senator  Walter  McNutt,  Sidney;  Representative  Paul  Clark,  Trout  Creek; 

Tom  Hougen  (chairman),  Melstone;  Lee  Gustafson,  Billings;  Lonnie  McCurdie,  Conrad;  Verle  Rademacher, 

White  Sulphur  Springs;  Cecil  Noble,  Kalispell;  Ray  Marxer,  Dillon;  John  Wilkinson,  Miles  City. 

WESTSLOPE  CUTTHROAT  TROUT  will  benefit  from  an  agreement  to  conserve  and  restore  that  species  in 
Montana’s  Columbia  and  Upper  Missouri  river  basins,  which  has  been  signed  by  several  state  and  federal 
agencies  and  private  groups.  The  agreement,  initiated  by  the  State  at  the  1996  Westslope  Cutthroat  Workshop, 
is  the  result  of  more  than  two  years  of  negotiations.  The  goal  of  the  agreement  is  to  ensure  long-term,  self- 
sustaining  populations  of  westslope  cutthroat  within  the  five  major  river  drainages  the  fish  historically  inhabited 
in  Montana  — the  Clark  Fork,  Kootenai,  Flathead,  Upper  Missouri  and  Saskatchewan. 

FWP  DIRECTOR  PAT  GRAHAM  AND  COMMISSION  CHAIRMAN  STAN  MEYER  received  awards 
from  Western  Fish  and  Wildlife  organizations.  Graham  was  selected  as  the  Western  Association  of  Fish  and 
Wildlife  Agencies  Professional  of  the  Year.  The  award  is  presented  annually  to  an  employee  of  a member 
agency  for  outstanding  contributions  to  the  management,  protection  or  enhancement  of  wildlife  resources. 

Meyer  was  selected  by  the  Western  Wildlife  Law  Enforcement  Association  as  its  Commissioner  of  the  Year.  ^ 
Meyer  was  recognized  for  outstanding  support  of  wildlife  law  enforcement  during  his  tenure  as  FWP 
Commission  Chairman. 
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HOUSE  BILL  626  (1999)  is  now  in  effect  and  being  enforced.  The  law  expands  to  75  feet  the  distance 
motor  boats  must  give  to  anglers  and  waterfowl  hunters.  The  new  law  also  expands  the  restricted  area 
around  a diver  down  flag  to  200  feet  and  similarly  expands  the  personal  watercraft  no  wake  zone  to  200 
feet  when  near  a dock,  swimmers,  swimming  raft,  non-motorized  or  anchored  boat. 


BIG  GAME  SPECIAL  DRAWINGS  for  deer,  elk  and  antelope  continue  to  generate  lots  of  interest. 
This  year  100,000  sportsmen  and  -women  applied  for  over  200,000  individual  special  permits  and 
licenses.  Successful  applicants  should  receive  licenses  and  permits  the  week  of  August  16. 


TIP-MONT  has  been  expanded  (HB  151,1997)  to  include  violations  of  laws  and  regulations  of  state 
parks.  FWP  is  in  the  middle  of  an  information  effort  to  heighten  the  awareness  of  the  public  as  to  the 
change  in  the  program  with  the  intent  of  reducing  vandalism  in  state  parks. 

BANNACK  DAYS  was  celebrated  Saturday  and  Sunday,  July  17  and  July  18  at  Bannack  State  Park 
located  22  miles  southwest  of  Dillon.  Pioneer  skill  demonstrations  and  entertainment  included 
muzzleloading,  spinning  and  weaving,  candlemaking,  butter  churning,  quilting,  blacksmithing,  bonnet 
making  and  cabin  crafting.  Entertainment  included  plays,  music,  horse  rides  and  children  plays  and  rides. 


BLUEWATER  SPRINGS  TROUT  HATCHERY  near  Bridger  is  scheduled  (HB5  - 93,95,97)  for  major 
renovation.  Key  elements  of  the  proposed  action  include  protecting  Big  Bluewater  Springs  from 
contamination  by  whirling  diseases  and  to  provide  eventual  use  of  another  spring  for  hatchery  operations; 
providing  appropriate  treatment  of  hatchery  influent  and  effluent  water,  replacing  undersized  indoor 
rearing  troughs  and  deteriorated  outdoor  raceways,  and  constructing  a new  building.  FWP  is  seeking 
public  comment  on  an  environmental  assessment  specific  to  the  above.  Copies  are  available  from  the 
Fisheries  Division  in  Helena. 


YELLOWSTONE  CUTTHROAT  TROUT  are  the  topic  of  a draft  conservation  agreement  and 
management  program  FWP  developed  in  cooperation  with  US  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service,  the  Forest 
Service  and  Crow  Tribe.  The  agreement  outlines  an  array  of  proposed  management  and  conservation 
efforts  that  could  be  employed.  The  overall  goal  of  the  draft  agreement  is  to  restore  and  maintain  fishable 
populations  of  Yellowstone  cutthroat  trout.  FWP  hosted  two  open  houses  and  is  accepting  public 
comment  through  July  30.  Copies  of  the  draft  agreement  are  available  from  the  Fisheries  Division  in 
Helena. 

DEER  LICENSES  that  were  separated  from  the  nonresident  big  game  combination  license  in  1999  were 
offered  to  55  unsuccessful  landowner/sponsored  applicants.  In  order  to  qualify  for  the  second  offering  of 
deer  licenses,  landowners  had  to  certify  that  they  would  allow  public  access  to  their  property  for  deer 
hunting.  In  all,  potentially  33  pieces  of  property  will  be  effected  in  1999. 


f 

GAME  WARDEN  JIM  DEBOER,  a 29-year  veteran  of  FWP,  has  been  named  by  Director  Pat  Graham 
as  the  1998  recipient  of  the  Shikar-Safari  Club  International  Wildlife  Officer  of  the  Year  award  for 
Montana.  Award  winners  are  selected  based  on  their  professional  relationship  with  hunters,  anglers  and 
landowners,  their  dedication  to  the  wildlife  law  enforcement  profession  and  their  participation  in  activities 
outside  of  daily  enforcement  work.  Jim,  who  is  based  in  Sheridan,  is  considered  to  be  an  exemplary 
model  of  what  a field  game  warden  should  be  by  his  peers. 

BIG  HOLE  AND  BEAVERHEAD  RIVERS  commercial  outfitters  will  be  complying  with  new 
regulations  effective  July  1,  a result  of  FWP  Commission  action.  The  new  rules  are  a result  of  legislative 
intent  (SB  445,  1999,  vetoed)  and  new  Commission  authority  the  result  of  HB  626  (1999).  The  rules 
restrict  new  commercial  outfitter  use  on  the  two  rivers  until  the  Commission  adopts  a recreational 
management  plan;  direct  FWP  to  facilitate  a public  process  to  address  the  rivers  conflict  issue;  require  the 
Commission  to  consider  recommendations  that  emerge  from  the  public  process;  prohibit  outfitters  from 
launching  boats  on  Saturdays  on  a portion  of  the  rivers  beginning  January  1,  2000;  request  that  the 
proposed  recreation  resource  management  plan  not  base  commercial  floating  opportunity  on  historic  use 
and  not  create  vested  property  rights  for  commercial  operators.  The  rules  will  be  in  effect  through  May  1, 

2001. 

PRIVATE  LAND/PUBLIC  WILDLIFE  and  BLOCK  MANAGEMENT  COMMITTEES  will  be 
appointed  in  the  near  future  to  replace  outgoing  committee  members.  The  PL/PW  Council,  in  existence  ^ 
since  1993,  (HB  195)  addresses  the  issues  related  to  hunters,  landowners  and  outfitters.  Issues  include 
funding  of  the  Block  Management  Hunter  Access  Program;  improving  landowner/hunter  relations; 
monitoring  growth  in  the  outfitting  business  and  other  land  and  wildlife  issues.  The  Block  Management 
Advisory  Group  is  appointed  by  FWP’s  director  and  reports  to  him  regarding  implementation  aspects  of 
the  Block  Management  Program,  included,  but  not  limited  to  program  arm  rules;  policies;  guidelines; 
incentives  and  general  program  directions. 

ULM  PISHKUN  VISITOR  CENTER  celebrated  its  grand  opening  Saturday,  June  5.  The  ceremony 
included  a traditional  mini-pow-wow,  round  dances  and  honor  songs,  Native  American  craft  and  game 
demonstrations  and  a dedication  ceremony  led  by  Governor  Marc  Racicot  and  Native  American  Elders. 

Ulm  Pishkun  visitor  center  is  located  3.5  miles  northwest  of  1-15,  about  10  miles  southwest  of  Great  Falls. 

The  visitor  center  will  be  open  every  day  from  Memorial  Day  through  September  30,  1999,  and  will  offer 
a variety  of  special  programs  throughout  the  summer. 

FLUVIAL  ARCTIC  GRAYLING  are  being  restored  to  upper  reaches  of  the  Sun  River  in  hopes  of 
keeping  the  species  of  special  concern  off  the  endangered  species  list.  The  approximately  10,000  grayling 
to  be  released  this  year,  in  three  locations,  will  be  supplemented  for  four  consecutive  years  to  get  multiple 
year  classes  and  potentially  spawning  adults  in  the  system.  Once  widely  distributed  in  the  Missouri  River 
drainage  above  Great  Falls,  the  surviving  fluvial  Montana  grayling  population  is  now  restricted  in  the 
wild  to  a single  tributary  system,  the  Big  Hole  River.  Donations  totaling  nearly  $50,000  are  helping  to 
fund  the  restoration  effort.  The  restoration  efforts  kept  the  USFWS  from  listing  the  Arctic  grayling  as  ^ 

endangered. 
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A TRAPPING  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE,  with  the  charge  of  resolving  conflicts  associated  with  some 
furbearer/trapping  practices  and  other  recreational  activities,  has  been  appointed  by  Director  Graham. 

The  committee  - formed  at  the  request  of  the  FWP  Commission  --  represents  diverse  outdoor  interests, 
including  trappers,  winter  trail  users,  pet  owners,  bird  hunters,  wildlife  watchers  and  a veterinarian. 
Individuals  named  include:  Joe  Axtell,  Bozeman;  Sean  Boushie,  Columbia  Falls;  Dr.  Marty  Connell, 
D.V.M.,  Billings;  Kevin  Fiest,  Kalispell;  John  Hughes,  Roundup;  Dave  Pauli,  Billings;  Margaret  Shunick, 
Missoula;  Melissa  Tuemmler,  Ulm;  Jay  Parrott,  Great  Falls;  and  L.  Craig  O Gorman,  Broadus.  The 
committee  will  begin  to  meet  in  November  with  recommendations  to  be  submitted  to  FWP  in  May  of 

1999. 


HUNTING,  FISHING  AND  OTHER  RECREATION  LICENSE  PURCHASERS  will  see  important 
change,  the  result  of  an  agreement  reached  between  FWP  and  telecommunications  specialist, 
MCIWORLDCOM  Inc,  and  the  Helena-based  software  development  firm  Western  Computer  Services, 

Inc.  The  agreement  enables  FWP  to  develop  and  implement  an  automated  licensing  system.  Benefits 
include:  better  fish  and  wildlife  harvest  surveys;  improved  enforcement  of  illegal  license  purchases; 
reducing  license  purchasing  time  by  half;  and  all  licenses  will  be  available  at  all  agents,  including  licenses 
for  persons  with  disabilities.  The  contract  is  the  product  of  an  initiative  that  included  hunters,  anglers, 
license  agents,  industry  experts,  FWP  employees  and  was  approved  by  the  1997  Legislature.  The  new 
system,  which  will  be  operational  in  March  of  2001,  will  link  all  license  agents  to  FWP  via  a 
communication  web  capable  of  delivering  license  information  back  and  forth  between  a central  data  base 
and  small  on-site  computers  operated  by  license  agents  throughout  Montana. 

NONRESIDENT  BIG  GAME  COMBINATION  license  fees  in  1999  will  remain  very  similar  to  those 
charged  in  1998,  if  the  FWP  Commission  accepts  recommendations  made  by  a Nonresident  License  Fee 
Committee.  The  only  change  recommended  by  the  committee  was  an  increase  of  $25  in  the  market-based 
Nonresident  Deer  Only  Combination  license  to  $745.  The  committee  suggested  to  the  Commission  that 
in  the  event  1-136  passes,  they  would  need  to  reconvene  and  reconsider  their  recommendations. 

Comments  will  be  accepted  through  November  16.  If  1-136  passes,  the  Advisory  Committee  will  have  to 
meet  in  early  November  to  determine  if  changes  should  be  made  to  the  fee  structure. 

PRAIRIE  DOGS  are  not  threatened  with  extinction  in  Montana  is  the  point  of  an  eight-page  document 
sent  to  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  in  response  to  a National  Wildlife  Federation  petition  to  list  the 
blacktailed  prairie  dog  under  the  federal  Endangered  Species  Act.  In  comments  delivered  to  the  federal 
government,  FWP  Director  Graham  stated,  “Even  the  most  conservative  population  estimate  would  yield 
several  thousand  prairie  dogs  in  Montana.”  According  to  FWP  information,  Montana  s prairie  dog 
populations  are  on  an  upward  swing  and  many  prairie  dog  colonies  are  in  the  midst  of  recovering  from  a 
plague  epidemic  that  swept  through  Montana  and  other  Western  states  during  the  1980s  and  early  1990s. 
Montana  is  now  coordinating  with  South  Dakota  and  Wyoming  to  put  a conservation  strategy  in  place  for 
prairie  dogs  and  other  prairie  species  to  avert  the  need  for  listing  in  the  future. 


LYNX  LISTING  was  opposed  by  FWP.  In  October,  FWP  Director  Pat  Graham  informed  the  U.S.  Fish  and 
Wildlife  Service  that  it  does  not  concur  with  the  federal  agency’s  proposal  to  list  the  Canada  lynx  as  a threatened 
species  in  the  contiguous  United  States  under  the  Endangered  Species  Act.  This  listing  would  affect  Montana  and 
15  other  northern  tier  states  between  Washington  and  Maine.  FWP  provided  extensive  comments  and  new 
biological  data  to  the  Service  during  the  comment  period.  In  essence,  FWP  believes  that  the  recent  decision  from 
the  USFWS  to  list  the  lynx  is  inadequate  and  does  not  reflect  current  biological  information  about  lynx  distribution 
in  Montana  and  other  Northern  Rocky  Mountain  States.  Idaho,  Wyoming  and  Utah  agreed  with  Montana’s 
conclusion. 


WESTSLOPE  CUTTHROAT  TROUT  are  not  warranted  for  listing  under  the  federal  Endangered  Species  Act 
according  to  FWP.  FWP  argues  in  a recent  letter  to  the  U.S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service  that  given  the  wide 
distribution  of  westslope  cutthroat  trout,  their  overall  robust  status  in  many  areas  across  their  range,  the  protections 
already  afforded  their  habitat  by  wilderness  designations,  and  the  quantity  and  quality  of  efforts  to  conserve  and 
expand  populations  throughout  their  range,  the  proposal  to  list  this  subspecies  under  the  Endangered  Species  Act  is 
“not  warranted.”  FWP  reiterated  that  a listing  could  actually  erode  the  critical  support  for  westslope  cutthroat 
trout  that  FWP  built  among  landowners  and  management  agencies.  Extensive  restoration  and  management  efforts 
dating  back  to  at  least  1972  have  helped  to  halt  or  reverse  many  of  the  factors  threatening  local  populations.  FWP 
is  developing  a conservation  agreement  and  management  plan  for  westslope  cutthroat  trout  in  Montana  in 
collaboration  with  other  state  and  federal  management  agencies  (including  the  USFWS),  landowners  and  special 
interest  groups.  Genetically  pure  westslope  cutthroat  trout  currently  are  known  to  occur  in  more  than  2,630  stream 
miles  in  Montana;  90-99.9  percent  westslope  cutthroat  trout  occur  in  an  additional  819  miles;  and  known  untested 
populations  occur  in  8,452  stream  miles. 

t 

NOMINATIONS  FOR  THE  “VINCE  YANNONE  AMBASSADOR  FOR  WILDLIFE  AWARD,  or  “The 
Vinnie,”  are  currently  being  requested  by  FWP.  The  award  was  created  by  Director  Graham  in  1995  and  presented 
to  Vince  Yannone  for  his  unselfish  commitment  to  the  wild  creatures  of  Montana.  The  award  is  designed  to 
recognize  Montana  citizens  whose  work,  words,  or  spontaneous  deeds  of  compassion  directly  aid  in  the 
conservation  of  Montana’s  wildlife.  The  award  was  initiated  by  a story  that  was  related  to  Graham  about  a woman 
who,  on  her  way  to  work,  stopped  along  a busy  highway  and  removed  a deer  carcass  in  the  road  so  that  passing 
traffic  would  not  hit  the  eagle  feeding  on  the  carcass.  FWP  will  accept  nominations  for  the  award  through 
November  20.  Nominations  with  the  name,  address,  phone  number  and  a brief  explanation  of  why  the  nominee 
should  receive  the  award  should  be  sent  to  Kurt  Cunningham,  PO  Box  200701,  Helena  MT  59620-0701. 

MONTANA  DEER  MANAGEMENT  will  be  guided  in  the  future  by  a plan  that  has  been  adopted  by  the  FWP 
Commission.  The  plan  contains  objectives  which  will  be  used  to  guide  FWP’s  hunting  season  recommendations  to 
the  Commission.  The  plan  also  implements  procedures  for  monitoring  deer  populations  in  the  state  and  provides  a 
means  to  change  management  direction  as  new  information  is  obtained.  The  plan  should  allow  for  more  timely 
adjustments  in  harvest  as  deer  population  numbers  increase  or  decrease. 

CHRONIC  WASTING  DISEASE  (CWD)  will  be  surveyed  in  FWP  administrative  regions  2,  3,  4,  5 and  7 this 
fall.  These  surveys  will  include  collection  of  heads  from  mule  deer,  white-tailed  deer  and  elk.  For  the  past  several 
years,  Montana  FWP  monitored  a limited  number  of  big  game  animals  for  CWD  and  has  found  no  evidence  of  the 
disease  in  free-ranging  wildlife.  CWD  was  not  believed  to  be  present  in  Montana  game  farms  until  late  June  of 
this  year  when  the  Department  of  Livestock  notified  FWP  that  a game  farm  elk  reportedly  shipped  from  Montana  ^ 
to  Oklahoma  was  confirmed  with  CWD.  EWP  is  proposing  increasing  the  surveillance  for  this  disease  in  wild  elk 
and  deer.  The  surveillance  will  provide  monitoring  of  the  southern  perimeters  of  the  state  where  it  is  believed  the 
disease  is  most  likely  to  naturally  spread  from  Wyoming  and  Colorado. 
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WATERFOWL  SEASONS  and  bag  limits  for  1998  have  been  adopted.  For  the  Pacific  Flyway  ducks  will  run 
from  October  3 through  January  16,  1999.  The  bag  limit  allows  seven  ducks.  Goose  season  will  run  from 
October  3 through  January  10,  1999,  with  four  dark  geese  and  three  light  geese  allowed.  In  the  Central  Flyway 
duck  season  will  run  from  October  3 through  January  7,  1999.  Six  ducks  will  be  allowed.  The  goose  season 
will  run  from  October  3 through  January  16,  1999.  Four  dark  geese  and  five  light  geese  allowed.  Once  again 
there  will  be  a youth  waterfowl  day,  which  will  be  Saturday,  September  26,  1998. 


UPLAND  GAME  BIRD  HUNTERS  transporting  any  harvested  sage  grouse,  sharp-tailed  grouse,  mountain 
grouse  and  partridge  must  leave  one  wing  naturally  attached  for  species  identification  purposes.  Successful 
pheasant  hunters  must  keep  one  leg  and  foot  naturally  attached  while  transporting  to  their  home  or  person 
processing  them. 


MONTANA’S  PRIVATE  LAND/PUBLIC  WILDLIFE  ADVISORY  COUNCIL  (HB  195,  1995)  has 
proposed  for  comment  five  draft  recommendations  that  address  FWP’s  Block  Management  (hunter  access) 
Program  and  growth  of  the  outfitting  industry.  The  recommendations  are  to: 

1 . Reauthorize  the  enhanced  Block  Management  Program  for  an  additional  three  years  to  March  2004. 

2.  Provide  for  additional  funding  for  the  Block  Management  Program  to  allow  for  an  increase  of  about  one- 
third  in  the  size  of  the  program  (a  cost  of  approximately  $1  million-$1.5  million)  through  revenues  generated 
from  both  resident  and  nonresident  hunters. 

3.  Extend  the  moratorium  on  licensing  of  new  outfitters  for  three  more  years. 

4.  Establish  a limit  of  10  (present  limit  of  20)  nonresident  hunters  a landowner  can  sponsor  when  those 
hunters  purchase  landowner-sponsored  Deer  Combination  licenses. 

5.  Propose  that  the  Board  of  Outfitters  be  restructured  by  adding  two  new  members,  one  a landowner 
who  does  not  allow  outfitted  hunting  or  charge  a fee  for  hunting  on  his  or  her  property  and  one  a sportsman  at 
large. 


The  advisory  council  will  solicit  public  comment  on  these  recommendation  through  October  23.  With  final 
recommendations  to  be  submitted  to  the  Governor  in  December.  Individuals  wishing  to  comment  can  do  so  by 
contacting  any  council  member  or  sending  written  comments  to  Alan  Charles,  c/o  Field  Services  Division,  PO 
Box  200701,  Helena  MT  59620-0701. 


TRAILS  throughout  Montana  will  be  enhanced  by  federal  funds  to  be  allocated  by  FWP.  The  Recreational 
Trails  Fund  Act,  one  part  of  the  1998  Transportation  Equity  Act  of  the  21st  Century  (TEA  21),  will  provide 
$486,000  in  federal  dollars  for  Montana  trails.  FWP’s  Parks  Division  administers  these  federal  funds  with 
advice  from  a citizen  State  Trails  Advisory  Committee.  Recreational  Trails  funds  can  be  used  for  all  types  of 
trails  including  nonmotorized,  motorized,  multiple-use,  community,  rural  and  back  country.  Private  trail  clubs 
and  public  agencies  are  eligible  to  receive  money  from  this  program.  The  agency  also  provides  advice  and 
assistance  with  trail  design  and  management.  Grant  recipients  must  provide  20  percent  of  the  cost  of  funded 
projects  from  local  sources.  This  can  be  provided  in  the  form  of  cash  or  by  the  dollar  value  of  volunteer  labor, 
donated  materials,  equipment  and  supplies. 


CHRONIC  WASTING  DISEASE  and  its  potential  implications  to  Montana’s  wildlife  and  domestic  livestock  ^ 
have  resulted  in  Director  Graham  recommending  a moratorium  be  imposed  on  importation  of  all  game  farm 
animals  until  a test  for  CWD  is  developed  or  other  measures  are  identified  to  prevent  the  potential  transmission 
of  the  disease.  CWD  is  a disease  of  deer  and  elk  characterized  by  behavioral  changes  and  a progressive  loss  of 
body  condition  that  leads  to  the  death  of  the  infected  animal.  The  disease  can  not  be  detected  in  living  animals. 

It  is  fatal.  The  mode  of  transportation  is  unclear.  Because  of  the  many  questions  remaining  to  be  answered  and 
the  many  management  issues  and  implications  that  need  to  be  addressed,  FWP  believes  the  moratorium  is 
prudent  at  this  time.  Governor  Racicot  is  reviewing  the  issue  including  information  provided  by  the  Department 
of  Livestock  and  State  Epidemiologist. 

FWP’S  PREFERENCE  2001  ADVISORY  COMMITTEE  will  explore  a “bonus  point  preference  system” 
for  hunters  who  apply  for  Montana’s  hunting  licenses  awarded  through  annual  special  drawings.  Under 
consideration  is  a system  that  would  allow  a bonus  point  to  be  earned  each  year  a hunter  is  unsuccessful  in  the 
special  license  drawing.  Bonus  points  would  apply  to  the  same  type  of  license  the  following  year.  These  points 
essentially  amount  to  the  additional  number  of  times  a hunter’s  application  would  be  entered  into  that  year’s 
drawing  pool.  The  preference  system,  which  would  take  effect  in  2001  if  the  1999  Legislature  approves  it,  will 
be  considered  by  the  FWP  Commission  on  November  6,  1998.  For  more  information,  contact  FWP,  PO  Box 
200701,  Helena,  Montana  59620-0701,  or  call  406-444-3792.  Internet  users  may  contact  FWP  at 
fwp.state.mt.us 

TIM  MULLIGAN  of  Whitehall  was  appointed  by  Governor  Marc  Racicot  as  Montana’s  newest  FWP 
Commissioner.  Tim  will  fill  the  seat  that  had  been  vacant  since  Dale  Tash  of  Dillon  passed  away  in  June. 

Mulligan  now  in  private  business  in  Whitehall  previously  worked  for  nearly  20  years  in  corporate  management 
for  MSE  Inc.,  of  Butte.  Tim  is  an  avid  hunter  and  angler  and  he  will  represent  the  interest  of  southwestern 
Montanans  on  the  five  member  Commission.  Mulligan  holds  degrees  in  zoology  from  Montana  State 
University  and  in  Safety  and  Health  from  Montana  Tech. 

TRAPPING  PRACTICES  AND  CONFLICTS  will  be  addressed  by  a trapping  advisory  committee  that  will 
be  announced  in  October.  FWP’s  Director  Graham  requested  nominations  through  September  11.  The 
committee,  which  will  include  eight  to  ten  Montanans  who  have  an  interest  in  the  issue  and  represent  a cross 
section  of  interests,  is  being  asked  to  develop  recommendations  that  would  take  effect  in  the  1999  trapping 
season. 


RANDY  WUERTZ,  FWP  game  warden  based  in  Gardiner,  has  been  named  the  1997  recipient  of  the 
prestigious  Shikar-Safari  Club  International’s  Wildlife  Officer  of  the  Year  award  for  Montana.  The  Shikar- 
Safari  award  winner  is  selected  by  the  Director  of  FWP  from  among  nominations  submitted  by  warden  captains 
in  each  of  the  agency’s  seven  administrative  regions.  Award  winners  are  selected  on  a basis  of  their 
professional  relationship  with  hunters,  anglers  and  landowners  in  their  districts,  their  performance  of  duty  and 
dedication  to  the  wildlife  law  enforcement  profession  and  their  participation  in  activities  outside  of  daily 
enforcement  work.  Randy  has  helped  manage  the  controversial  bison  control  program;  uncovered  some  illegal 
commercialization  of  wildlife  and  was  featured  on  the  pilot  program  for  the  new  national  TV  show,  “Game 
Warden.” 


BOWHUNTERS  need  to  be  aware  of  new  regulations  for  deer  hunting  in  Montana  this  fall.  FWP’s 
Commission  eliminated  hunting  for  either-sex  mule  deer  during  the  special  archery-only  season  in  many 
hunting  districts  throughout  the  state.  In  other  words,  antlerless  mule  deer  can  not  be  taken  legally  by 
bowhunters  in  most  hunting  districts  during  1998. 


